The History of Kingslaend.

The British Islas had a wall dovel~
oped river-system hefore the oncoming of
the ice shects of the Groat Ies Age, and
the effeot of glaciation was to modify
rather then to chaage completely the exist-
ing valleys and land ferus.

This beers out the contention of
archaeoclogists that origineliy Lugpg was &
mich bigger river, and that it then ren in
& nmere or less streipght line from Leintway.
dine to Aymestroy, gquite near igmores In
the Iee Age e huge giagier travelled across
country through Shobdon, end when it reschod
liortimerts Cross an’enormous tongue of ice
curled round up the aymestrey Velley, forming
& large lake at hlgnore, and canpletsay : %
damming Luge there when the thaw eventualiy
cames Ihis changed the courss of ths river
higher up, and ceused it to split in twa, 4
when half of 1t ceme down sa it doe sjuow
through Presteigne, Kinshem ong Lyepole, the
other half being diverted vhrough the Downton
Velley to Ludlow, forming whet is now known
es the river leme. Ilut g-aolers were here i
oanpot be disputed, for high up on the sides
of the Terrs stonss eould be seen a fow years |
2ge, bearing undoubted gleclier striations,
mirks deeply seored on their surface as other
stones were dragged acrosss them by the move-
nment of the uiper part of ‘he ice, as pressure
compelled the glasier to move forward.

. There is then an enormous gey in
history, while the receding ice and snow were
replaced by wermer conditions and 1ife beecame
possible. The peried of the first colonisation
of this distriet would probebly be about 2000
years before the birth of Christ, vhen the
Celts besen #a invrds fnglend from the Rhine-
lends, or what is now known as Germany.
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Meny enimal @ad bird cellewords came
over with them, aftor {revelliing amoross
France, where they are still in use. These
callie~words were wldely used by the Saxons,
end many of them are quite common inKKinpgs-
land to~dey.

There is now a lapse in local higtory of
ancther 2000 ysuirs, when traces of the inhabe
itents, the early Britens, czn be found
everywhere arouad hsre, Abbrosius and
Taractacus lelt fortifications behind them,
Croft fmbury being nemed after the former
leader. The one at Wapley, near Shobdon must
heve been particulerly strong, as the camp
lay upon the top of a hiil, fadattened there
with an area of ubout 25 seres, much too
stoep to be atiecked on the Presteigne side,
and defended on the Shobdon side by triple
high remperts end desp ditches, the only .
entrance bheing through one narrow satewsy.
ftever was of course the chief requisite, and
although the camp lay at an elevation of
1CC0 feet, springs eupplied s deep well wnich
e8:a ba seoen and used te=daye

The Romans next oceupied Herefordsnire,
and haed military stetions at Kenchester and
Leintwardine. The former, till then under &
corn field, was inid hare some years aspo, the
whole site exposed, and the many objects of
interest unearthed were depcosited in the
Hereford Museum. The small amount of monay
neaded te purchase the field was not forth-
coming, and sventually the site wos ploughed
ovey and corn grown there again,

The Romens evidently made considerable
use of this cistriet, as their road, Vatling
Street, ran through Stretford, Straet Court,
over ¥insley (where the remains of their
ferd cen still be seen), along Hereford Lane,
end up through Aymesirey to Leintwardine.
Civiliens, foot soldiers and charicts must oft
often heve passed alonz Hereford Lane in order
to iink up with the militery road tc Shrews-
bury end the Morth. Street Court is undoubted-
1y built upon Romen foundations, and at one
time the remeins of & "HAypocaust could be




seen in the cellarss vhe emrly centrel
heating system.

After another big gap in history, one
cemes to Saxon Uimes, when there was cortainly
& church in Xingsland, practiecally upoa the
same spot ae the one tow-day. As thero was a
churen, 8¢ there must have been a village
rodnd it, most of the dwellings being made of
daul and wattlie, vnd thetched with reeds. The
@istriet here wes then imich more wooded, and
there was a gocd deal of bog snd mersh.

L zlenee at some of the fisld names in use
to~doy zives evidcnce of this, and the whole
of the adjoining liegnells was just wmorassy
the word 'Leominster' itself is derived fron
pure Seon, meaning the Yewm in the mershes.

derowald, king of West Msrcia, was so
keonly inlerssted in Kingsland thet when he
eadowsd the Abbey of luns at Leominster upon
its first foundetion, he grented it with
cherges upon most of the surrounding parishes,
with the specific ezoluslon howsver of Xingse
land. It is very doubtful however if he over
bullt a castle upon the mound in fromt of the
Restory, and he certaiuly wus not burled there
as thls Cook place in Wohlock Abhay, which he
had also founded.

There is 1ittle deubt thet this mound
is the site of e strong Sexon stockede. then
denger threatened, as often happened being so
near the Welsh border, the ebles bodied defend-
ers, after driving their stoek into the ouker
encliesure, themselves ratired Yo the ilmicr one
which probably conteined ecrth works. The two
meutes, at that time being much breader and
deeper, wers flooded from the adjacont Prill,
snd the villagers ermed with bhows and arrows
would be in & quite defensive position.
Probably the women andchildren shut themcselves
up in the church until the invaders head been
driven off, as this was the usual custom at
that tims.

4,

Pifty years ago meny of the dialect

words used locally were pure Saxon, but the
tendency toeday unfortunately i: %o roplace
these with words which have a Latin deriva-
tien, 2ad in sncther B0 years the old-
fashioned cclourful expressions will have
sompletely vanisheds

It is worth menticniag hers thet a few
years ago a curiously hellowed-outl stone was
found cmomgst shingle under the Tarrc, and
submitted to the bBritsh Nuseuwn for idonti-
fication. They rerorted thet it wus o miniae,
Yure Saxon movter for grinding corn, and it |
wes eventunily offered te and scsertcod by
the museunm in Hereford.

Another iten ol Sexon intercst was thet
on the topmost ridge of the Tarrs, “hore used
to stand a Tall upright stons 0ellcd locally
The Warriort's Grave", which tredition ascrie
ved to Le the resting place of ons of the
important leaders at that time. No more of it
than this was sver disseavered, and later,
when oak trees wore being felled up there,

a sow plt was dug near the stone, and when
the werk was completed ths men finally

amuesd themselvss by uprooting it, sud throw=
ing it into the pit. Hven then it still pros
Jeetad three fiet from the surrcunding durf,
tut as the whols arse has now been ploughed
over, it is completsly burled out of sight.

A further long uvafilled gsp orings us
to the yoeor 146), nrobably tho most eventful
period in the histery of this parish and
distriet. Befors enbtering upsn the batile of
Hortinsrts Cross, &t may be hzlpful here to
throw some light upon loeel conditicac.

The houses, just az in faxon times,
had timber fremeworks, the sgucres bolag
£1iled with osiers, willows or nut rods, the
whole then being ovlastersd ovar both inside
and cuteside, pretity much o5 one can see still
in Wigmore Ahhey. Maok Hall at Aston is a
mood examnle of the arechitecture at thut date,
and is particulerly interesting in that it is
the only house in the perish that was stand-
ing vhen the battle was fought. The country
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round was stil} heavily weoded, and there

was stlll a good denl of marsh which rrobably
would not be drained for another 200 np 300
years. If one doubts is, comsider how it
teck & majer wor in 1014 4o cause the draine
ing end eultivotion of hundreds of acres of
merch land betweorn Brook Pridee snd Pembridge
laad vhioh frem Soxen times hed rrodused
nothing but sedgas and boyr weeds, and now
procduces good erome of whopt!

t 1s probable thst even ip this
village there wes mich more tinmber sreund
then there i new, end this seems to be borne
ot by the neme of "Fear Fiela" s Or the

iold vhere swine wore turned out to fatten
on adjeeent roorns.

_ The rivers ran pretiy much as they
do Gomlay, andit 4s 3 ateresting 4o note that
in Damscdar Book 3% is recerded thet there
was o mill cbove Ingg Bridge vhere the pres-
ant one now ntands,

Cn3 other fagh, and an impertant one,
iz that from the end of +he dymestrey Valley
zeariy to Xingsland wns one larse nioin
called the Great Weat Fleld, end 1% wns moinly

up ond down this plain +het the batti- of
Yortimerts Crosa wes Teught omt ome winter
day in the Pehruery of 1481,

Many of the deserirtions of the
bettle are rether cenfusing, 235 they wander
over cvents outside lseal intersst, and con-
bain namee of the ethendant farls, harons
end knights which do not affeet the main
issue from cur noint e? viewe 1% i3 norhaps
bettsr therefors tc pive ga more straight.
forveard asoount, evd to sut out everything
thet is not absoluteiy essential.

One msy £ix in mird only three pere

cens therofors, Heary VI,wio was governing
the country, and governing it very badly;
the Duke of York who lived in LudlowCCastle;
and his son Edward of Merch who lived in
Wignore Castlo.

6.

The ceuss in the beginning of all the
trouble was thet the #ing wes very ill, end
for a time was quite ingens. The Duke of York
therefore was appeintad Protechor of the
dealm, sndmied the country from London.
Joth 2¢ end his son gt Wigrore are imtoreste
ing to ua, bocause taey wero descendants of
dre Meriimers, wite robuilt KimzslandOChursh.
Many of the able bodied men in the village
Yoo must have been anrellad amongst the
trocps at ddgmere Castle.

‘ho ko hed ouly been in Londen 12
montis shon the Kiag recovered his sanity,
or anyhew, his supporters whe heted the Duke
sald he had, se the Frotector was disnissed
from hils effice, andreturnsg 4o udlow Castle.

‘he Duks was ennoyed et this, still
mere s8¢ &t the way in whioh the Aoty Dae
ceme miswansaged, and as he hed o very strong
Ciiim Lo the crowa Shrough his mather s Yo
yours later he got togebther an trmy, lergely
Conpesed of Hsreierdshirs trocgps, feught
against the King's forcos et St, Albsns, end
areve them off the fisld ir rout,

The Duke gueszod thet 1t woule not e
neceesary to follow thic up, and in this he
was Guile right, for the King, or pervhans one
should sey the gourt round hinm, re-annoianked
the Duko as Pretectoer + 8nd for ths nuxt 12
nonths all was well.

Sourt intriguss thea sulminatod in
Larthor trouble, sndagalin the Muke were dige
nissods So ¢noe morc he retired to Ludiow,
vad filled ur 4he nant thres yesra with tours
Qeaeies endpegeants, both there smd ot Hige

more.

Puring this tine +he country was
irightfully wlgmensped, end there was so much
dissavlsfection ut the gtete of thiags, that
the Duke marched en crmy inte S%effordshire,
i ugala defemted the Royalists, ’

his hewsver wes. only a tenp crary
success, for the King's advisers deecided upon
& counber-atiesk, gathersd enother arny
together, and marched to Ludiow.



The tide was now setting against the
Duke, for one of his chief leaders, being
heavily bribed, deserted to the enemy with
& large number of troops. With the loss of
such & laerge body of trained men thelDuke's
forces retrcated, his main leaders escaped
abroad in panic, endtheir men were disbanded
and returned to their homes.

The Royalists struck vhile the iron wes
hot, called Parliament together, and the
whole of the Duke's leaders, including of
course himself, were attainted.

Up to now the struggle had onlyﬁ‘been for
the control of the government, but after the
1ssue of this attainder it became s metter of

life end death. Gradually the leaders returned

from abroad, gathered more forees round themn,
andfought battles at various places with
varying success. This culmineted with a
defeat in Yorkshire, where the Duke of York
was killed, and in derision his head, sur-
mounted by a paper crown, waes nailed sbove
the main gate in York.

The Royalist success was so great that
it now only remeined for them to ecrush the
Duke's son, sdward of March who was still
living in Wigmore Castle, in order to achieve
a final vietory; and all chances of recbel=
lion would then be at en end.

Order were then given to the Royalist
leaders to march into Herefordshire,to 1link
up there with their allies from Vales, and
for the combined army of about 12,000 men to
march upon Wigmore and destroy the castle,
after defeating and routing its defenders.

Things began to look very blaeck for
the Yorkists, es Zdward of March had got
together an army of 8,000 men, and knowing
nothing of the impending trouble from Wales,
had started to go north, to avenre the death
of his father
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Luckily he was warned Just in time,
turned back through Orleton end Lucton,
forded Lugg which wes in full flood from
melting snow, and pitched his camp directly
his men had erossed the river. All along the
flooded bank wet and wearyysoldiers built
their fires, endfortunately had two days'
rest before idward was informed that the
enemy had reached Presteigne. Ll

Edward, though only 20 yeers of age,
was alreedy a skilful leader, and when the
Royalists end Welshmen began to make their
appearance over the hill in & line with
Shobdon Rock, they found instead of an empty
plain, no fewer than 8,000 trained troops
to meet them. These troops were gathered
entirely from the counties of Hercford, Glou-
cester,ﬁRadnor end Shropshire, end had long

red to ware.

T The knights andtheir squires fough;:
with sword, lence, mace end battle axe; bu
the foot sdldiers depended entirely upon the
pike, end the popular brown bill. This latter
wes & horrible wespon, something like &
modern hedge-slasher, but with a sharp point,
and with double raszor edges from which pro-
jected two ot three sharp spikes. The archers
of course mainly used the long‘bew, and -
though the knights were replacing chain me
with ermour of tempered steel, yet the long "
bow at 250 yards could pierce a meiled knigh
through breast end back, or nail both his
thighs to his horse at one shot.

serly on the morning of Ca;zdlemassinto

1461, the young BEarl split h s army
2;‘3"56 gro&pa. Hisright wing was in frcj).n'b of
the velley running up to Covenhope; h tlsl
centre ocoupied the gr?und defending ie
aymestrey Valley; andhlz_slef'b wing was in
front of and parallellwith the river Lugg.




.

So the sun rose over Kingslend on
that fateful morning, shining dimly through
& nist over ground covered with snow, soon
to be turned from white to red. As gometimes
dees appear under these conditions, a mirape
of three suns shone through the mist, finsle
ly merging into one, and Hdward seized upon
this es 2 good omen tc hearten his troops,
andit waspassed from renk to rank that the
Duke's three sons would be victorious on tha
battle-field, andthet the combination foree
shadowed the orowning of Edward of Merch as
the future King of England.

Having disposed of his forces as
elready explained, Edward pitched his tent
near Bluemantle Cotteges, which afterwerds
obteined their name from the faot thet from
that spot Zdward sent o Bluemantle Hereld
to offer to decide the bettle by single
combat with the Royslist leader, as he was
enxious to gpare histroops the g laughter
which he knew could not otherwise be aveided.
The offer was seornfully rejeeted, end at 9
o'clock in the morning the Royalists attacked
all eleong the line.

An interesting thing then happenecd
which it is cuite possible historiens may
have misunderstood. iic are told that the
Royalists attacked Edward's centre so
furiously that they drove his foreces up the
valley to Aymestrey, andthen nearly to Wig-
- more, and explain that as this took & consid-
erable time to accomplish, they overshot the
mark, exhausted themselves in the pursuit,
and were badly cut up when they tried to
rejoin the mein ermy below. :

But consider the matter frem another
angle: kdward was, as has already been exe
plained, & trained and skilful leader, and it
is much more likely thut he iaid = trap for
the Royalists, retiring slowly up the Ayme s=
trey Valley to lead his enemics to destruce
tion! Anyhow that wes what haprened, for
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forecing their wey back to Bluemantle again,
they not only had idwerd's troons harrying
their reer, but found that he had posteg
archers behind and all along the banks of
Lugs, and d3so elong the high greund parsllel
with the present road; the thousands of
arrows streaking across the valley from both
sides must have done a fearful emount of
damaga.
fihen this disorganised force at last

emerged upon the plain belew, they found to
their dismay thet their own troops therse
were in retreat, endthey had great difficulty
in linking vp with thenm egein, and in induc-
ing them te attack once more. For aiiime
they suceeeded, but about an hour before sun.
set broke cnee more, this time finally, end
ddward's forces drove the enemy right off
the field. There is little doubt that the
ever=-impetuous chergs of the Royalistssup
the iymestrey Velley contributed very larpge-
ly to the final result, for in the beginning
they had heavily cutenumbersd the Yorkists.

The lesder of the Welsh troops had
retreated long hefore, and was chased into
Kingsland, where to corplete his misfortunes
ke ren into an armed party of Yorkisst from
Leominster, and wasceompelled to surrender

It is warth stopping for a moment
to contrast the merning end evening socenss.,

The sun rose over Bluemantle with
thousands of treops facing sach other, with
the celour and glitter from pennone and
weepons, with the fenfares of trumpets and
everything that mede war romerxtie. Then the
sun sets over Shebden hills, and its failing
light shines uron a stiicken field; small
bedies of Royelists still baing attacked and
killed or taken prisener; and the ground
strewn with dead and dving men.
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& good many of the Royalists were
driven into the $isbdon marshes, and perished
thers, others zained temporary security ia
ths weods round Kington and rresteigne, but

4,000 Royalists were kaown to have been slain,

end the total nurber left dead on th
cannet Lave been fower than § $9C0, T
They were prebebly buried in long
deep pits where they lay, and if the plough
zum:‘x};d delﬁ dea';é enough, it woeuld evsn now
up all corts of implements of .
strangs cbjzots. i il s -
_ The gates of Londen were now o rened
:zﬁfgward ag :he result of this victo}ry, and
n a month he was proclair
eromed as Bdward IV, O T
Quite neturally he always hed
affoction for Hoersfordshire ,an?l’ his b:nﬁzgat
boariﬁg the device of ghreo golden suns on a
Pluel field waved above his troops inm batile.
The bedge of his resainers %oo WES & res5e=6n-
:g‘.}:il, a :hi:e Fose surrounding a golden sun,
perpetuating the conditi i t
battle opencd. B i
ddvard had still ome mere betile &
fight, but thet of Mortimer's Cross - emd it
st alweys be remembered thet Sdward wes a
Hortimer - was the deeiding factor in the
long struggle betwesn the adherents of the
white ross and the red, andpseos at lush
descgndag upon a country which had heen torn
asunder by civil sirif oY @
sl 9 over z period of
&n epprepriats requiem may stil?
read %n Dimmere Church: v d i
The kaights are dust ¢ their swords are
rust
Their seuls ars with the saints we ;
tmst. "‘

Lady Jeme Urey.

12,

Nothing more is known of Kingsland
until the year 1583, when they suppeorted the
interests of Princess Mery against thess of

The Cetholic party had cellected u
fermidable army round lLeominster, and the
Klagslend and Pembridge troops were ocommane
dod by Stroete of Streete Court. In tha end
the protestant perty all cepitulsated, amongst
them belng Sir Jemes Croft of Croft Csstle,
and John Harley, bishep of Hereferd.

dery thoaght that this had heern of
such vaat impertance to her cause, thet she
grented extensive privileges to Leeminuster,
andconferred the henour of imighthoed upon
Streete.

in later reigns the only known item
of interest is thet after the battle of
Wiorcester in 1681, Charles II got as fur as
Lewminster, slept there, and then passed
through Kingslend en his way te Prestelgne.
Cn his way there hewever, he diecoversd that
he was being pursued, changed his route, sad
sventually erossed the Shropshire berdere.

The next gap im Xingsland histery
briungs us te semmwhere about 1700, vhen
things of interest hed been passed en te
c¢hildren and grend children, enabling us te
give lo~day meanyauthentie customs of the past

The werst feature of this distriet
&t that time was the stebe of the rosds. The
oldoeaching road from Londen to sberystwrth,
which pessed through Ringsland, was kept lan
rouga ropair, but elsewherse the surfaces
were often just deep ruts, filied with water
all through winter. Frem time te time theose
ruts were filled with mmd and rubbls, while
the werst places actuzlly had fazgots trampe
led inte them. It is on reecsrd that ths Lerd
of the Manor, travelling from Shobden te B
Loominster in his coach drawn by four or
six horses, often had to be extricated by
a team hastily borrowed from a nelghbouring

farme
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In 1827 however, Macadam suceceded in
bringing into gemeral vse a system of mending
roads with broken stome, and of making their
surfaces convex instead of concave.

in erder te pay for this senonmous
expense toll pgates ware installed at sbout
twowmile intsrvals. Thess with a cettage at
one side campletelv bherred the woy, aand
beasts or vehiecles had to pay a f'se %o the
nen who centrelisd the pates, before he oven-
them, and allowed tham to vass. The toll
gate in Kingslerdd wes on & waste piece of
ground about 200 yards north of the railwey
station, the next one to ths south being at
Arrow Green, and to the west near Mortimer's
Crasse Fortunetely there is arecord of a
tablet which was affixed to the fromt of
the tell gate here, and it bore the following
inseriotiona

Lfolls payabls at this Gats...

For svery horse or other beast

drawing any coach, lsndaun, chaise,

chariot, chair or hearse 3d.
For dAitte drawing any ocarriace with
narrowsr wheels than 6 inches,

(exeept as abhove). 4q.
For ditto drawing any carridpe
with 6 inch wheels 3d.

For ditto drewing any earridpe with
9 inch wheels (net rolling a

surfase of 16 inches eaanh side 29.
For ditte drawing any carringe
with 16 inch wheels, or 9 ineh
wheels relling a surface of 16

inches on beth sides 2id.
For svery pair of mill stones 2/6.
For every horse, mere, mmie or

ass, not drawing dde
Bor c¢very sow, bull or ox : Zd,
Fer overy calf, sheep ox deg || o ¢ ad.

NeBe Double Ioll on Sundey.

| latier town the Journey to London toek abeut
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the ¢ld ceaching road, after leoving
~eoainster, came chrough Cebnash, ovsr
Pinsley at the railway station, and aloig
Borefurd Lene to Mortimer's Croase There
VRS & rogular sereice from aberystwyth te
Lomden threugh Leoninster, the distunce
bolng about Zi4 miles; after leeving the

24 hours.

Leter still, when turmrikes were dene
awey with, Heaps of stome from Clee Hill
uged té be aistributed along the side of the
read at short intervels. These were broken
tp with ligh% hemmers snd spread gver thae
road in wheel barrows. This haprensd every
auturn, and the stone lay there until the
traffic relled it in, end nobody travelled
witacut an implement feor ricking out the
locse stenes that so constantly ot ladred
in a herse's ghos. ;

as far beok as the reimm of Cherles II
aitam e had besn made to make the navigation
of the river Luge fiawdabbiq and farther
etlsupts mere made in the reign of Williem II1
aad again in 1774, but for warious remsens
cuch seheme feil throughe In 1791 an Aot of
Farliamsnt was passed, empowering the raising
¢f £150,000, end this sum wes actually suba
surdibed publiely. 1

The idsa wzs %o run a ecanal fram King-
ton to 3t&uhtou-on—&rrew, Kinesiend, Leemin-
sbor, Pulnal Field nesr Jrieton.end eventn.
ally jeiulng the Severn near stoeurport, as
this would huve opened up eroute by which the
Hidiands eciiiories could haeve sent coal.
easily amnd cheaply <o the whcle of this
Countiye

ork was starved in Kingsland from Dry
#ridge aearly te the Bour Field, and the excae
vations must heve teken quite a long time.
Another geng of men prepared the stone foundee
tion which may still be seen at low water
about 400 yards below Lugg Bridge.
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For more than 300 yesrs Kingsland
At the same time the Orleton excnva- ; had = wocklv mapke’ and fn amual fair, and
tions were alse haing dug, and the shief ' evidently cecuried o- importont position in
troubls arose thers. The unforesesa difes cannsction with the surrounding villages,
Culties et that ond were so serious thet fone of vhich enjoved o similay right,
the whole schems was finally ed»endoned o»ftor Ohis Qrﬁginn;ly.?as crerted by Margaret
1o less than £70,000 hed boon expended, with the wicew of &owd Hertiner ia o charter,the
die whole schema nat nsarly half sompleted, WOCELY marxet being oTery «eturday, and the
From “he tar af the Tarrs onme gould foir belrg held vpon the Fepst of St.liichael
have Seen sll 1;}113 work 4in prog‘moss’ end as g 1 - 1-;;1’5;@ wendew %6 the esrst of ﬂ’leachurdl.
it has new heen nloughag ovor, 1t is wordl ) fnu whick o this dey is still ealled Faire
rosarding thet quite near the Warpiorts 1 ! ilelde kg
Grave » Which has 2lraady heen Geseribed ~ ; _ -é?.al c‘:_n:‘,t.;rnmh’s sent te the fair were
thiers used to ba g hastion about %0 anrds lizble for telis te the Lerd of the Menor,
ieng, with side wings grotxetting it for and vsrdens werc appeinted te collect these
about the zame disteace. Bradition gavs telle. These waraens eccupisd cottages at the
acthing sbent this, andthera wes no neens of Principel eppreaches te the village on the
usesrtaining either its purpase or its date, ] Bor Sk and scuth, one being ealled the Upper /
fradition doss howewer state that Merdens and the ether the Lewsr Vardens.
Aingeiand Church was built frem stene UEr= The Upper Wardens was enlarged many years ago
ried on the Tarrs., Thore sorteinly wurs énd 1s still knewn by thet aems, The lower
extonsive cuerries Wrom whish quentitiss of celtage is rrobsbly stil) Trnding, but its
stone must havs heepn tekon, und st ons time Asme as such hus leng venishad, 3
whe read te the neeessery ford seuld eloarly - When permiar peeple w:re married the
be seon. Vehiolas "&PI’A’I‘.H‘& shone t}a'?gugh the Vill{igt‘: vhewad ita avirovel in no unecertain
river then passed along en old roed which manner. Yoen leaving the Churah porch they
05 Wil existe, end vhich Joine the mefr vona wore greeted with showeps of riee, snd this
to the villege by the eide of the Pome 17411, anvhow did have g meaning . ond was quickly
Inis bouse hoa been sijgnd)’_n(c; in its diSPf).‘ff;d of b:\l' the birds H.I“'t‘?!l"»‘:ards; which is
rresent cenditvien ebout 200 verrs, but ig o™ more than cun be said e the nadern custom of
prebeblv standing wnon the cite of & sty \#\ throwing oonfetil, which mukes a horrid mess
older one, About 5O veers arc e ecurious thing ( ;/ in thouhurahyurd until the ruin washes it awey,
heppened in cennceticn with 1%, “ho bells used to peal merrily, and
In the livire roem there wes em old 2 sveelel salute used to take place called
cek mentelpiece, in tha middle of which veg Firing the Anvil. it thet time, opposite the
& carved deg's hepd. (One day 2 slip of paney catrence te the Seheol, was situated an old-
¢ould e soan pl‘@tﬁt"zfling {romn the dﬁ‘g'i.’ u't"an.din, carpuntorts ﬂh&p, whiei for sSome
roath, (possibly an extrs hot fire had warpad Mlere speciclized in urning out farm waggons,
the wecdwori slishtly), snd when this was “heco were vury selid and hancseme pieces of
Fulled out, with it there came half n dogen werk, and wers eageriy sought for all over the
Copper codns. Upen inspestien the whols of County.

the laterier of the head was found tc be
packed with Copper coins, all of them deted
between ths years 176G and 1790,



= Fervirg s century are was earried on
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Or these festive coersions a heavy
anvil ussd tc be dragred out from the smithy
department, and rlented on the sround at the
entrance to the mein rond, The next procedure
wes Go {ill the lerge holes in the centre of
the anvil with gumcowder, endplug this in
widh o vieco of wecd which had a hole drilled
through its contre. The mestor now appeared
Geirying o long iven red heated red-hot, and
vpon the being apvliad 4o ths woeden plug,
privec of course with meve gumpowder, & most
satlsiylivg bemny was procured, end these
selules went en at intervels all the aftere
LEGN.

ut wudh mechinery. Cern was reaped with
sickles ani houlks, ond much ef it threshed
GrwedGs Ly {lailee Ons of the stock amuse-
e wes te hend ®fIA831 Yo comeone who had
avver used cagy snd to rsk hinm to lend a hand
for a fow mimutess. Fractileslly elweys the
result was {thet within s metter of seconds

e caught himssls s terrifie blow on the side
¢f his hsads :

Forkmen were paid msll wages, but
wes oliowed v free cettage, andgenerally kept
e pig, rmuch ¢f its feod beins nbtained from
the fern itcelf. ths wife tec »ut in useful
tims gloening after the corn wascett, and she
anc the childresn mede pocket money picking
haps in the sutwan, every sizeble farm in the
nelgubeurkocd then being cemselled under
sgreerant with the leadlord te grow hops upen
& prepertiocls 2ercago: in feet there was not
& ferm in Eiageland thet 4id not grow them.

A ronuler cuctom rud amusement was
teif'i.ns fry stranger whe entorsd the hop-yerd,
enithis was used te provide vere older. If
Yhe stranger ehjected, as eftsn happened, he
wes depesited in eme of the cribs after the
heps hed beon emmtod cuk, snd was promptly
Linsed by the oldest and uplicst woman there.
This elways Lrought them to their senses, and

they never made the same mistake againe

-
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All the farms, and many other houses
tee, used to makc their own cider, and this
was ene of the perguisites of the farmehand.
The eider was ocarried in little eak barrels,
called lecally 'Lottles', andthese generally
heid abeut 1 gallen; but they varied in size,
andfor some unknown reascn a wemen's bettle
wae much smeller, and rarely held more then
one~third of the quentity allowed for 2 mane
lost of these were made in Kingslend, for in
the middle of the villege was & cooper, who
mede berrels ef all sizes for farmers in the
neighbourhood.

In order to produce cider, the
apples were first of all throwm inte a deep
sirculer stone trough, snd sheavy millestone
ves revelved reund this by mesms of a horse
harnessed to the framework cf the stone. The
crushed fruit wes then spread thickly between
what they called 'heirs', smdllavors of +hese
thick blankets were placed on top of each
other in e large press; thid arrangement not
only rreduced the necessary juiee, but alse
kept back the selid matter, end filtered it
at the seme time. The refuse wasthen thrownm
out, and fermented, the result being thet
vhen the pigs begen to feed upon it they bew
came quite drunk, end stagpered about until
they could sleep it offs On ene occasion et
Cobnash still warse heppened, for the ducks
discovered some of this heevily fermenting
refuse,(ocalled lecally 'must'), and greedily
gobbling down cuantities ef their fertunate
find, soon becsme se badly affected that they
one end all cellapsed in the cnow, VWhen the
good housewife discovered this she thought
thet some unkmevm osuse haed killed off the
whole fleck, and being 2 sareful soul decided
©o teke them in te the kitdien fire,rpluck
them, andprepere them in readiness for the
next Leeminster market.
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The hard frost outside had been parte
1y responsible for the birds' cellapse, and
they soon bsgem *o struggle when they felt
wermth begin to permeate their chilled bodies
Thet placed the housewife in an awlkward
position, for she had s)iready campletely
Plucked soveral of the ‘ducks, and they weuld
not survive if they were turned out into
severe frost in that oondition, so she set to
work with her needle, amd provided &1l the
unfertunate enes with searlet flannel coatsy
andbhhese remained on them until the thew
come end their feathers begem to grow again.
It provided e new amusement for the village
vo wander down to Cobmach, and wetch a fleck
of scarlet-jecketed ducks solemnly perading
cbeut the ferm yard.

The pepular over-garment for the
ferm werker was the smock frock. This wes
mostly mede of flax, end was both werm and
rein proc{. Many of them were elaboretely
hand worked, the shoulder rieces shewing
hours of labour producing designes in festhore
stitching. 48 in most things in those deys ,
grecy pride was teken in werk that was turned
out, mass preduction being fortunctely e
thing of the future.

liost cottages kept bees in the cldw
fashioned straw skeps s a2d somo of them still
made mead from the honey, just as their Saexon
ancesters had done. In case of e death in the
femily, semeone had to £0 to the hives and
tell the bees what had happened; it was fimme-
ly believed thet if this wes not done, the
whole of the bees would promptly leave the
hive. It was a common belief %ceo that in the
ovent of & swarm emerging, they would seon
settle if they heard whet used to be called
'rough musie', andthat then, no matter vhere
they had alighted, tho owner had a right %o
follew them up, endto capture the swarm.
Constantly in summer onme would hear & frisht=
ful din in the distenee, andpresently would
epp2ar the euwner of the bees with all the
availeble femily, beeting upon pots end pans
with pokers or any ether thing that would

nwradiiam a w?

| This padleck wes presented to the Hereford

.ﬁi‘oduoe a noise, and the neighbouring cotta-
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gers ell intensely interested in all that
was happening.

Un the glebe land edjoining the
Rectery used to stand the old Tithe Barn,
though it is not known exactly where it was,
neither is it known why or when it was taken
down. The padlock wsed by the Reoter came to
light seme years age: one of the first
Brohmes ever mede, snd dated 1717. It was
made of solid bress, andwedfiphdd no less
then 251bs., end with “its ouriously com-
structed key wes quite umpicksble. Two une
usual features were that after it wes locked
and the key withdrewn, there was s special
place far the Reetor to affix his seal, to
prevent any attempt et tampering with it,
and et Uhe bottom wes an ontlet provided
for eny rain thet might colleot in the lock.

luseum a short time ego, andis stilloen
view in ome of their glass eases,

On the sward close by the village
pound, ths remaias of whiech can still be
seen as the church is appreached from the
main road, stood the etooks. Unfortunately
these were destroyed meny years age, and old
offenders must have boen very delishted to
see rooted up the instrument vhere he had so
often been encased, end if an unpopular men
pelted with all kinds of unsavoury objeects.

Like most villages in the County
Kingsland possessed its Preaching Cross,
the demaged shaft of which is still standing
on the south side of the clmrche In the year
1641 & weve of extreme ruritanism culminated
in an order by Parliement for the destruce
tion of all church erosses. The responsibility
for the exeocution of this order was gimen to
Sir Robert Herley of Brampton Bryan, and as
he was the chief commissioner appointed for
the carrying out of this work over the whole
country, it is hardly surprising thet in his
omn County every eross oxeept two were badly
mutilalely those two may still be seen ine
taadt at Rashiver and
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As the normel meal at that time cone
the churchyards of Bosbury and Sellack, | sisted of bread and chesse and eider, quaint
quite intact. Theffommer wos allowed £, | things somotimes happened when the men found
remain bocsuse the Rector agredd to have a sueh afeast of umusual dishes of different
special inseription cut om the oross vhich kinds on the table befors thems In the meat
satisficd the religious seruples of the course onc old fellow helped himgelf liberally
Puritane; ond ot Sellaek the Vicer enterw to ealves foot jelly, end smothered his hot
tained with such hospitelity - most of it roest beef with it; and latoer on, another one
probably licuid o 4hat the soldiers sent to asked for 'some of that ere pudden with the
mitilate want away, ondforgot all about it. pegs in it', andthough he thoroughly appregi-

Many of thaese rosses were replaced 7 ated the trifle end the sherry with which it
long afterwards s ut those are the only two \ was saturated, he ook no chances with what
original omes inm +he County., he theught were wooden pegs, but cerefully

4 oustom that has died out in reecent laid all the almonds on one side of his platel
years wes the givimg of information to the : Speeches and drinks f£ijled up the rest
village in general when lihe bell was tolled of the day, andthen the regalie was laid awey
for & death. The sexton first of ail gave for another twolve momthse.
information as 4o the sex of the person who Until fairly ressnt voars thatch
hed died, three streckes for a child, four for was still an sstive trade, and o skilled man
& woman end five for & man, The age was then was 2lwnys essured of rlenty of work. Thatch
TUung out, andthis emabled the inhsbitents to of course had its advantages, in thet it wmg e
realise for vhom the bell was being tolled. "erm covering in winter end acool one §n Surme
#ith o emaller self-comtaineq population the mer; but it hed its drewbecks 4+ anything set
neighbours toolk g groater iunterest in their on fire. Om one occasion about 1850 o fire
fellows than they do to=day. broke out in the cemtre of the villsge, end

Until recent years the annual event the eurims sight might be geen of n small
when the Oddfellows met to go %o church, geng of men seated on the ridge of a nesr=-by
raraede the villege, ond efterwards heve a thatohed range of buildimgs, eaoh mem with a
dinmner used to be mich looked forwsrd +o by wet seek in his hands s &nd by thisz neens as
members, and indeed by all the parishioners each spark flew serogs it wes rrompily extine
too. They assembled in the contre of the - guished and the building seved,
villegs, mostly dressed im sobap black; but \ _ Kingsland hag alweys besn fortunats in
when they reappeared from their dressine room its water supply, for with the rivers Lugg and
cach man worse alarge gaudy sash, nearly a Pinsley actually in ths villege, and Arrow
foot in breegd s draped over one shoulder, little more than a mile away, water appeared
with its fringed amd roaching far below the at a depth of only nine or ten foot, and the
weist.A tall white wend wae earried too, and quantity of sand through whiosh it had passed
when they went in to dine, these were raised acted as a perfect filter bed,
to make an imposing archway under whioch they v Originally all three rivess bore memes
all marched in turn, until the whole gathering bestowed upon them by theasarly Biitons: Lugp
hed dispersed, was called the Lugeury, meaning bright clear

At the head of the brocession formed water; Arrow was ABrwy, a streem subject +o
to go to church was o huge silk bemner on twe floods; and Insley was the Pensilley, the mean-
poles, oceupying nearly the width of the ing of which has been lost.

road; this, painted in oilse, depieted the
Good Semaritan, andbehind it they marched
w0 dusy o the anmial Serviee,
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In one old book of refersnee the theory
wes put forward that the early Britons
called this little streem Fen-syllyr, mean-
ing e confiaed river in a wide ope’, snaece,
andthers may besomething in this, but the
derivotion is not as easy to trece as it is
in the case of Lugg end Arrow. ¥

Pinsley rises in Shobdon Marshes, part
of which are in this perishe and at the edge
of a woed which is cnlled Marsh Cover.
Considerable springs bubbls up there into
twe smell ponds called Ledy Pools. These are
no% more then 20 fest fcross, and ere £illed
with clear water resting on vhat almost
looks Like o silvery-white send, but of ine
oeredible depth, tredition sy ing thet they
arc bottomiessy as a matter of fact this
send is reelly very thin pest held in suse
pemsion, and &l though apperently solid, is
Prishtinlly treacherous,

As men were at work neer=by it was
cne dey decided to try 4o escortain its
depth, the result be ing that a heavy stone
attached to a wagron rope diseppeared out of
sight, and when asecond rope was bent on to
the first one, thet diseppeered tooe As eash
of these ropes wes 60 feet in lsngth, one
eam imegine the plight of man or heast hape
rening to blunder intc ons of thesc little
reels in thé dark.

Thors was one further thing of inter-
est in connection with this'immh 4 ﬁﬁnr"";er .

- - 2 Y 5 3
gggda%gaﬁvgt%gg}'gtoﬁiglﬁgial being in the
middle of the bog, which was quite impenetra-
ble in winter. e weat by the neme of Dick
of the Delf, cnd maintained his family by
keeping meoww and on» or twe sheep and pigs
on the edge of the marsh, wmArpewedly ve
extensive poaching. The shack itself v};as :gp-
posed to be approached by & narrow path very
difPicaet) for enyone olse to find.
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After the experiment hed been made with
the Lady Pools, it was decided, as it hed
been e dry season and the marsh was partly
drained, to find out if there was any truth
in this tredition. At last, in the very
worst part of the once bogry portien, the
remeins were diseovered of what hed been a
80licly built hovel, for a quantity of
stones were lying ell around, end here and
there a path coculd still be discerned, with
stones peving it embedded in the md.

This seemed to confirm the elmost fore
gotten legend, andit was evideatly all thet
was left of Dick's hut thet now lay secattered
on the veat,

lvoh of this lend belonged to Street (
Court, and en 0ld resident recalled the feot
thet ebout 100 years ngo it was for a ‘time |
& flourishing scheol, and by e1l aceounts a |
very rough one, as indeed many schools weére,

A pepular amicement for the bigger
boys was to procure a large oldwfnshioned
door key,and to bore a small hole into the
barrel fram the topy thus turning it into a
miniature camnon. Having done this o emall
charge of punpowder was raymaed home, and a
few sars of corn or poppy seeds whick would
sting, but not esuse any reel damagne The
vieapoa was then tied to a gete or reilings,
an unfortunate youth ettracted within range,
and a lighted metch did the rost,

Anongst the other old cusboms that
have completely died out are visits from
house to house of Morris Daneers emd the
village hand=belis, the carrying round of a
moypole on May lst, and the observetion of
Qak apple Dey.

Horris deneing has been revived of
late years, the only difference being that
all the men taking part used to £0 round the
villagee with blaeck Paces s andthis always
seemed %o put a final touch to the perform-

ange, in addition to scaring the younger
children,
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Generally at Chris s ‘oo

plcked teem of men used '?:u go rov:ng :'xn::w}xl
house te houce Playing tunes on & very
melodiocus set of hand-bells. These were
lost sight of for some years, but it i
undergtood that lately they have been pre=
:;?ted o the village, so it is hoped that
fu’m?r:‘:stm may also be revived in +the near
: The carrying round of Me:

dey lst has quite died out. Thigp;;:sngn
mere bush, as was often used in other counw
j;ies,‘but & goodwsized young hirah trog,
With its branches coversd with a1l Ling:

0% ooloured silks and ribbons %o make a
brave show. this was taken from house to
heuse, people roused from their beds upon
hear ing the little meyesong uader their
:'rlndowif s and the youngsters going happily
away t-u.;ﬁ_l:l the coppers flung out in ré'sponsea

' mngs}zmd has always been a village
that sided with the Royalists,(with the one
exc:‘gjtlon of their having favoured the cause
of .:mxard of March, in the batile of Mortie
mer's Cress), end on Nay £9th, the birthde
of Chorles II, oevery maa woman and child .
used to wesr a spriz of ocak in remombronces
H_e~ had net only been saved by hidingiin en
oelk tres et Boseohel after the battle of
Uorcestor, but oventually he retérncd to
Eagland on his birthday, Until quite rocent
;?.:;s :ngp;}g of oak was still commonly
- éh e s igfssible, one with an celk-apple
A custom that has for mo
years besen of gregt value to f:harsifijguaoo
bas besn its ripht 4o send o small prc;no;-
tion of boys from e local school %o Luoton
School Yo finish their edueation. At that
time_eaoh boy was provided with uniform
consisting of cord trousers, a strong brown
Jacket faced with the necessary buttons in
brass, end cmbossed with the school coat of
mé and acopp with similar buttons on its
[ ]

. about 70 years ago.
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These Lucton scholarships carried
other privileges too, for upon leaving
there, coch boy was eppreaticed to a trade,
and the required fee paid over to the master
man who was going to beach him.

- The privilege, ia part anyhow, still
remeins, but the uniforms were abolished

Tredition says that John Pierrepoint,
who founded and sadowed Jucton Seheol in
1708, was throwa fram his gig and kilddd
when coming dovm Shobdon Rock. It is said
too that after this had happensd the sliope
of tho hill was considercbly lessened, and
certainly if ome walks up the Hock, near the
top ean b2 seen a definite sulit in the
strata which bears cut the legend., If the
bed of the reoad really waclowered, it must
have been a very steep and dengerous hill
before this was done. ;

One of the bad old customs in the
previous contury wes the prevelenee of
poaching. There wes always e oertain amount
of sympethy with poecdhers, for it .se often
felt that there was little herm in taking
the wild enimals end birds for the pot, and 1
that the men taking pert wers, %o some exe
tent anyhow, sportsmen. It used to be quite
a4 common thing to see a fisld spoosd all
over with smell bushes: this was to prevent
the dragging along the ground of nets to
trap the sleeping partridges. The rivers
too, were staked in rlaces, to prevent
natting for trout.

There used to be three trees vhich
were pointed out to visitors with intorest.
The oldest of these wes the Batbtle Osk, a
pellarded tree ncear Bluemantle Coftage,
and undoubtedly standing when the battla of
Mortinm«r's Cross was fought. Tradition says
that Hdward of March pitch~d his tent near
it, and thet it was from there that he sent
a herald to offer to declde the issue of
the battle by single ccmbat.
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In a pgarden, in the nmiddle of the village
there used to be an unusually tall tree, 40
or 70 feet in height, ressmbling the:Stone
Pine of Italy. The branches had all been
lopped off until th@*topmwun“rﬁhmﬂgﬂ, and
thers the smooth slendsr stem boras aloft a
huge hsad of thiex dark feliage. It wsnt by
the aame of the Village Mop, and was & iande
mark {or miles arouand. It wasaventually blown
dowa ia & strong wosterly gale, cutting in
helf a rauge of buildings ncar-by, and as it
30 happened, the greater part of the tree
landing 1a an adjoiaing carpenter's yard.

The thi®d trse, the Holgate Osk is still
standiag, and is such acouriosity thet its
hisYory is werth rocording., These oak trees,
and this of course applies to +he Battle Oplk
toc, are not mature until they reach the age
of about 300 yesers, end from then on their
life is indefinite, anything from 900 to
1200 years.

Standing on the edre 0f the read, it is
now the aetual entronce sete +o the Parm
200 yards sway bwhind it. Somewhers about
1760 it was apparently a dying tree, the
trunk a mere shell hoilow to the pround, end
the walls nowhsre more then three inches in
thickness. It wasdeeided to cut openings eb
front and back,snduse the framework ss a
suprort for awicket gatg,although the tree
was sc top heavy that it did not seen possibl#
thet it could stend up to many more gales,

It has been in-its present condition
for the last 200 Jears, and is no more deerepi
ncw then it was when the gote was first fitted
Amongst the local superstitions,(scme of
them being deeidedly uasavoury, such as the

cating of a roasted mouss as a cure for whoop= °

ing cough), was a eurious ome that wes quite
common fifty years ago.

The popular bsliof was that if some of
the hair of a permon sufforing from a disease
of the throst was affized to an oak tree from

which an ash wes growing, a ocure would inevite |

ably follow.

| & gamec hen, carried up to the nest of & erow
- or other bird of proy,andrere there hatched
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48 late even as 1907 there was such a
tree growing in Osker dood, and quite a
large surface of the bark was covered with
human hair mailed to it. Not only were logal
paorle resnonsidle fop this, but upon enquiry
it was discoversd that many old inhebitants
who had emigrated o the Colonies were in the
habit of sending hair to the cemokespor with
an appropriste fee for his holp in ocuring
thelir disease,

In Seandinsvian Mythology under certain
clroumstanses tho spreading rocts of an ach
tres possessed ourative pProperties, and it is
vessible thet the link between belief and
nractice arises here,

£ 8till mors intercsting superctition
arose from cock fighting, a common sport 100
vears ago, but fortunately now ebolished,

The belief wasthat if cggs talken from

out, the game cocks would be mich betber
fighters. Suds sggs wers therefore artifice
lally eclovred to decgive the prosnastive
foster parents, andthese were exchanged for
any alrcady in the nest.

The old saying sbout ‘showing the whits
foather' arises from cock fighting, for they
were always supnosed to be deficient in
edurega.if there was the slightest tinge of
.White on theif bﬁdiefﬁo

Until about the year 1877 a neculdar
oustom was observad et many of the ferms in
the villags. Oa January 135, ia order +to

usher in the New Ysar, the farm workmen and
boys used to meet togother in one of the
ploughed fields betwoen 5 énd 8ix o'eloek in
the morning, or aven sooner. They then tied
some bundles of strew together on a high role
sndhaving set the straw on fire, whilst i+
was in full blege, the men carrying the pele
used to run over 12 ridges of growing vheat,
andthen stop on the thirtcenth.
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Should the straw cease to burn before
the thirteeath ridge had been reached, it
was condidered a bad omen far the final har-
vesting of the erap.

This custom, like the one ebout an ash
tres growing from an oak, is probedbly derived
fran Seendinewion mytholegy, when the number
13 waselweys ‘condidered unlucky. The idee was
confirmed by che Lest Supper of Christ, but
the superstition itself is mdh enterior to
Ohristlanity.

it is believed that Viasealing alse
took pleee in Kingslend, md ss it was a
comnon custom in derdislend, it wae elmost
certainly practised hers also.

In the eerly pert of 1700 oxen were
widely used for ploughing, and during the 12
days of Christmes yokss were never rut upon
thelr neoks; this was in cormemoration of
our Seviour's birth in am éx stall. Then upon
the twelfth evening the farm workmen end the
boys repeircd to the stalls provided with o
lerge cake and ale. In the centre of the cake
was a hole, throush whieh was nlaced the hora
of one of the favourite oxen. If +he beest
beecame restivs and dislodged it, provided it
fell behind him the cske was said to belong
o the boys; but if the ceke wes thrown to
the ground in fromnt of the ox » it then be-
ionged to tho beiliff' But in eny cege,
whether throwa off or not, it wes shared
amomg all of thems Dverybody's henlth was
then drunk, end stanzas then recited and sung
for the welfere of master, mistress and the
femdly, end @3s0 for a fruitful hervest of
eern and applese

A foot-note deseribing this aneient
custom, makea it guite oclear thet 1f the ox
- upon whose hora the cike was impaled d4d not
8p2sdily became restive, he was gently prick-
~ed with thetines of a hay fork to meke him sol

5
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liany of the oncetime industries of
Kingsland ars with us no longer, and a short
ageount of those that heve vanished is well
worth rscording, for they ell contributed to
the former importance of the village.

Two milleps used 4o srind eorn for
veorls vhe baked their own bread, s uaiv.rsal
custom in practically every household until
fairly rosest yearss A fore-vunner of the mill
2bove Luge Bridge was doing the same thing
for our Saxon ancestors in the eleventh cene
t?)iry-

A choe meker mede and mended for miles
sround, e#nd ingidentally this man wes the
village comstable, andhis truncheon and hend-
cuffs woere slways rroudly hanging on tlie wall
in his cottage.

& coal merchant had a resuler offioce
4t the reilway stotion, andthis has only
recently boen done away with.

Hear the same place was a ocabinet
meker, vho turned out finished articles thht
are househcld treasures Co-dey in many verts
cf the County. Ouereonstantly comes sercss
his furniture in elm, @ wood that has lovely
grein vhon finished :nd polished.

The cooper has alroady been mantioned,
ead some of the little cider bottles that he
usad to make may still be scen heaging vp in
sottapges. They were sll made of oak, and with
ordinary care wors practically everlasting.

The %tailor was a busy men who mede
all the clothing for the sechesership boys vho
who went from the villege %o Lucton School.

There wers three or four thatchers,
who were never short of work, some of which
was most elaborately done, and a treet to look
at, es the best thatching elways is.

Our saddler did repair work for all
The farms in the distriet, endoften got orders
for sets of harness.
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In the saddler's later days he varied
hls work by meking footballs, and neny of
the leadiap league teems pleved metehes with
footbells that hed heen mads in Kingsland.
At one time he alse became g postmen, and
one oftten heard his little post horm in the
distance, as he gave notice to people that
he was on his rounds end would shortly be
passing their dsor,

and last, but not least, was an expert
near Lugp Bridge who used to make trout and
greyling flies, He constantly got orders
from over-ssas, md local fishermen wers
elueys keen te order from him amdtbo find
out vhat wes most suiteable for thet month
endfor each type of weather. A keen entomole
ogist, he used to study the flies actual ly
{flying obove the river, snd then make up S
artificicl ones to mateh them.

One relie of the past that has not
bsen touched upon was the smeteur Dremetiec
voeletye. This was skarted in 1884, and for
4% ysars was a source of entertaimment to
people over a wide spread area.

Originally it was brousht into being
to provids funds for verious loenl cherities,
but finally for seversl yserc it concentrae
ted upon acmiring canital for tho nurchase
of a fire eagine.

A varv large prenary iz o eentran
position wes lent permanently, and this wes
fitted up with stoge, foot lighte, and scat-
ing accommodation for hotwesn 200 and 400
people. Drecsing roons wors rrovided, end a
quantity of seenery gredunlly obteined, the
drop seene aetiielly beine peinted by a
friead vho kad sxhibited pictures in ths
Royal Academy.

This old grenaryues for many years o
centre of soelel activity in the village, as
it was always gladly lent for conecerts ,dences
and lectures, or eny gathering likely to be
useful or benefieiul.
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No account of parish 1ife weould be come
plete mithout touching upon humour, for in
those simpier days a good jeke would lest a
very loang time for the villagers. 4s for
instance *he occasion vhen & good lady had

 decided that grey hakr would be much more

attractive if it beocams goldens Unfortunately
her roung nephews found ahd sscured the pre-
clous bottle of dye, snd next morning the
lerge white barn-door cock belonging to the
house wes scen preudly parading the road,
white no longer, but of burnished gold from
head to tail.

But. the threo outstendine tales that
ere worth repeating, po beek vory much fur.
ther than thet, end twe of them serve ag
illustrations of old=tine customs.

Shooting perties mors than 100 years
ago used often to have slaborate pienie
lunches, and drinks ware mich mors freely
conzumed then thevy are towdey. On “he ocep-
sion in guesticn some of +he young bloods
had dome themsslves pretty well, and on their
way te the stubble where they hoped 4o find
moere coveys of partridges, thev passed a
lare hornets' nest hangsing from a willow
tree, end ome of the guns promptly put a
tharge of shot imto the neot,

The result ecan he imagined, but as it
happened they wers not fap from the river,
and drepping their squipment they were shorte
1y to be seen up to their noeks in water, and
there they remeined until the hornets had ell
drifted swey. The peinters however did not
gel off so casily,smd in spits of thesir thiok
coats they were so badly shung that they had
to be teken home.

Guns ir those deys were all muzzlee
loaded, and it wes quite an undertaking to
eerry about the nsesssery powler flaskifmdds
of copper), leather shot flask, wods afd pere
cussion cepss a much more complicated process
than just carrying elomg a pocket full of
eartridges.
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The following incide=nts also took plsge
on the banks of the river inge, somell50
Jeers ago, and passed down from father %o
son the joke mever fniled to radse apprrecloe
tive grins whemever the tale wms related,

In a field quite nesr Lluge Bridge the
cvmer of a large farm was putting up & quane
tity of osk posts end rallsy but after o
“ime the vorkmen reported thet these were
eteedily disappesring. Notiecs were put uwp
ebout the thefts, snd it was Imown thet the
metter was being diseusse=d in the villags,
but each evening @ few more posts ond reils
venishad.

This wos an anmoyenge ag well as an
expenss, 80 one dry the former decided that
he must teke drestie measures to put an end
to the thefts,

Accordingly he went down to the river
e8rly one moraing, talcing with him a large
guger =nd 2 bag of gunpowder. Getting quieckly
to work he bored seversi holecs in each rost,
insert=d 2 good churge -of powder, fitted and
drove home a nest rlug in each hele, end then
depoerted home chuckling et the thoughts of
vhet would prebably happen in the near faturs.

Jork was suspended for a time, but the
rosts still went on vanishing, snd shortly
eftervards the village had an umasual excite
ment: two cottege ovens were blown up, a
kitchen oopper was displeced, and a'thies=
18ggsd iren pot blewn elsan throtgh & windew
Tigons oXoept the sufferers was highly do-
Hghted, and the oulprits of course seon si&s
sed what had happemed, but they were.quite . .
Helpless; and meedlsss to- say th;; femcingem ..
¥wag completed without the loss of any more
The lact imcident is authentle also,
and has the added velue of belng desoriptive
of the timgp

—
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4t onetime there was no bridge over
Pinsley afber “he rosg Passes the present
reilwey station, only & broad shallou ford,
thirough whiech wayfarsre hed to splash«iraffic
tended to deepen the river bed, aand after
heevy rains there would be a considerable
amount of water in the brook.

O the oceasion in question & farmer
from the Bomo Mill hed set off on the Friday
to Leominster market, with his wife on the
pillion behind, This wes quite an event for
both of them, and while the wifs spent most
ef the *ime shopolng and gossiping with
fricnds and neishbours, he spent most of his
time in 'The Oak' ,(o&lled in those days
*The Royal Qak & Unieorn), yeraing with old |
Cromies, and drinking wmarts of oider,

dhen they deeided to set out for home
he was, as loeal dialect then hed i%, a 'bit
bemboly 1ike?, or in cther words markot~-piert;
but nt last he mansged to mount his steed,
end vhen his wife hag settled herssl? behind
hinm, hamping on 4o a1l the rots smd pans that |
she had bought in 4he market, off thay centers
ed,

411 went well umtil they came te the
ford ever Pirsley, which a hsavy thunderstom
bad mede deepar *hew usuale The axtra flood
of water, added to the inereasad clattoring
of kitchen wars thumping ~geinst its ribs UPiee
8t the horse, and it buckatad ubout o cood
deal, ond nearly threw the may ope, Howover he
managed to quietan it doun, got{;hrough‘safel p
W ST Gy T calles v

variou T
chases, g i oo

She socp appesrs, looking ve g
indeed, ang presently ealls outb"wny;gsteied
werg.ba the missusy", The farmor turned rauéd.
in the Saddle, seratohes his head, tries te
Feoover his wits, andthen blurts out "y deng
my buttons, I Wiowt ae I o heerd summut éo ob
1' the bryr", .




