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on battle for the belfries

Herefordshire's hells
ringing out an SOS

IF YOU like the sound of
church bells — particu-
larly those in Hereford-
§ — make sure you
stay in the county on
Saturday, May 19,

Anclent bells will be peal-
ing out in villages all over
the place, and each will be
carrying the same message
— emhdptosnveux.

lringers in the Here-

church bells and they will be
out an SOS almost

county wide.

About 90 churches In the
diocese have three bells or
more and 500 local le
give upua gre:ol deal g&ir

re time keep them
:E.g . Like everythin
elsc.ifge majntcnauceryol boﬁ
towers and the replacement
of bells is an expensive
business, and in each case
they are the responsibility of
the village church.

But because bellringers
enjoy ringing them so much
they are ﬂ" ared to pull
their weight financially as
well as physically to keep
the county's heritage alive.

Established in 1536, the
Hereford Diocesan Guild of
Bellringers has a long-
standing policy of ngn:g
small grants to help wi
bell tower repairs — and
last year donated £1,000 to
churches for this purpose.
Now they want to give
even more, mr have regis-
tered their bell restoration
fund as a charity and on
May 19 fund ralsing starts in
carnest.

On that day two of Here-
fordshire’s leading ringers,
Michael Powell, of Kent-
church Close, Hereford, who
is guild ringing master, and
Norman Hnu!nglcg. of Win:
dover, Holiybush Lane,
Much Birch, immediate past
master and ac secre-

10 o
bury 2in to
Hm!o:g.“ Church glu will

al them on the way all
long the d40-mile route.




