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April 2021
Dear Parishioners,
It was so lovely to gather together
again for Mothering Sunday in Church
and give thanks for those who have
mothered us and cared over the last
year – our mothers, our family, our
neighbours, our church, the NHS and
keyworkers and many more. Even in
the midst of COVID regulations it was
lovely to actually be together and
acknowledge the difficulties and the
joys of the last year. There were
flowers and cake and Holy Communion
and it was lovely to draw close to each
other and to receive from our Lord.
A few things in relation to being part of
the community of faith. It has been a
long hard year in the sense that there
have been a goodly number of funerals
for some of our nearest and dearest in
the community, and weddings that have
been pushed back and back, and
baptisms that have never happened
because of lockdowns. It is time to
plan now I think, and I would be glad to
hear from those who would like to have
their young baptised or if you have
never been baptised yourself, then I
would love to hear from you too if this is
something you would like to pursue.
When babies are baptised it is to
welcome them into the fellowship of
faith at the beginning of their lives and

set them off on a journey with God.
Parents and God parents promise to
care for their children and show them
the things of God with the help of the
Church and it is hoped that in the
fulness of time, the child will grow and
mature and at some point want to say
for themselves – Yes this is my faith
and I take responsibility for it. At that
point there is a service of confirmation
in the church where the Bishop comes
along and confirms the gift of the Holy
Spirit as you confirm the promises
made on your behalf when you were a
baby. With all the chaos over the last
year there have been none of these
services and I wonder whether there
are some of you who would like to
affirm your own faith and be confirmed.
If so then it would be good to have
some zoom sessions to talk about this
(or even meet !) and then I can line up
the Bishop to come along. Please let
me know if you would like to talk about
this…… you can be any age and the
zoom sessions would start after Easter.
On a separate note…. our services in
church often include the meal of our
faith - Holy Communion and tradition
has been that children don’t receive
communion until after they have been
confirmed. This came about when there
weren’t so many communion services
and you could choose to come along to
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a family service. It is not our intention
to exclude the young whose faith is
often strong and clear, and when my
children were young we would share
the bread with them at the communion
rail. We have adopted the pattern to
allow those to receive communion with
parental consent for those who show
that they would like to do this and have
had a relevant conversation with the
priest concerning this. I often have eye
to eye conversations with folk at the
point of communion, but would be glad
if you would have a conversation with
me at another time to clarify your
family’s desires and see if we can help
you as a family on the journey of faith.
You will have heard that we have
received the go ahead for the work on
the church and the date for beginning
that is just being finalised. It will
probably be the last week in April and
from then for 6 months the church
building will be undergoing major works
and not open for us to use. We will be
holding Sunday services in the
Coronation Hall and look forward to
working with the Methodist Church for
smaller events midweek. Weddings are
being transferred to the other churches
in the benefice and those with 2021
weddings know this and are going to
either
Eardisland
or
Aymestrey.
Baptisms will be arranged on an
individual basis and can either happen
as part of our service in the Coronation
Hall or in one of the other churches.
Funerals will be by agreement with the
family at the time. We hope that you will
bear with us and work with us to
continue the life of the church during a
new chapter.
After Easter we will begin again the
social process of coming out of
lockdown as we can meet in sixes as

guidelines allow. We hope and pray
that this will lead to complete lifting of
lockdown regulations in late June, but
we will be inviting groups for social
sixes again as we did after the first
lockdown, so I look forward to catching
up with you in due course.
Let us hope and pray that we are on
the way to appreciate the freedom that
we once enjoyed and perhaps took for
granted.
Every blessing
Julie

ROB MADDY
BOILER SERVICES
OIL BOILER
SERVICE AND REPAIR
AGA AND RAYBURN
OFTEC REGISTERED
01981 251660
07903617303

Shopmobility
We
provide
mobility
scooters,
wheelchairs
and
powered
wheelchairs on a daily hire basis for
anyone with permanent or temporary
mobility difficulties wishing to visit
Hereford, Leominster, Ledbury or
Ross.
Please contact:
Hereford
Leominster
Ledbury
Ross

01432 342166
01568 616755
01531 636001
01989 763388
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Latest news at The MORTIMER
MEDICAL PRACTICE.
The situation at the time of writing on 7
March is that:
 nearly 22 Million people have
received their first doses and over
1Million have received their
second; this represents 36.71%
of the population.56 to 59 will be
invited for injections this next
week.
 Vaccinations are being offered to
other clinically vulnerable adults
over 16, those with learning
difficulties and carers.
 Invitations for 2nd jabs are being
offered to those vaccinated 12
weeks ago, and the Practice will
endeavour to meet the ‘twelve
week’ criteria. But the practice is
not booking appointments too
early as delivery dates, especially
for Pfizer, are not fully reliable.
 Astrazenica vaccine is not
currently licensed for those under
18 so the Practice is ensuring that
those,
who
are
clinically
vulnerable or have learning
difficulties in that age group, are
booked into a Pfizer-only clinic.
Clearly this situation is changing
quickly.
(This version of the text
represents the fourth redraft in ten
days.) Stating the obvious, but the best
solution seems to be to follow the
media closely. (Sorry, as I know the
media these days is not everyone’s cup
of tea, me included.)
It may be useful to readers to be
reminded of the following interpretation
of official aims (subject to people
obeying the rules) for the release from
lockdown:

 8 March - All schools to open
 29 March - Groups of 6 to meet
outdoors (incl. private gardens)
 12 April - Shops, hairdressers &
libraries
to
open. Pubs
&
restaurants to
serve customers outdoors
 17 May - Groups of 6 to meet
indoors & foreign travel allowed
 21 June - Social meetings, incl.
weddings acceptable;
 31 July - All
adults
to
be vaccinated.
Brian Taylor (01568-780891 or at
bwebbertaylor@gmail.com)
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To all our friends:
I would like to thank everyone for all the
cards, letters and flowers I have received
on the passing of my husband,
Barbara Ovenden

O. Mabbort
Blacksmith
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
Gates, railings, window casements,
hand rails, hinges and latches …
Contact Owen:
Call - 01568708134
or 07971979223
Email o.mabbort@btinternet.com
or visit …
The Dales, Shirlheath,
Kingsland
Website
www.omabbortblacksmith.co.u
k
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Kingsland Bowls Club
language! March 2021

(watch your

Our aim is to commence roll-ups (with
limited numbers!) in the final third of April.
All being well, we intend to run in-house
competitions from the final third of May –
we are gearing up, and looking on the
bright side – so more definite plans and
times will come out to members as soon as
available.
Meanwhile, a few words about technical
jargon - which players may utilise to show
how immersed they are in bowling, and
which spectators may marvel at. When I
began, I was nicknamed ‘Mrs Long-jack’;
as it happens, I am single – the Jack is of
course the white or yellow small ball that
one aims for, rather than my partner for
better or worse. The length depends first of
all on the bowler (usually the Lead or
Number 1) delivering the jack - and I am,
to put it diplomatically, a vigorous bowler –
tiddlywinks was never the game for me.
However, if you think Jack is too genderbiased, you’ll be pleased to know that it can
also be called the Kitty. One may feel that
this is being catty, but presumably it has
less to do with felines, and more to do with
winning the jackpot. The closer you get to
that little ball, the more chance you have of
winning the end.
This brings me to the question of the Strike
- something in which I personally take great
pleasure, but which is not always admired
by draw-bowlers. These are the experts
whose control of the curve and length of
their shot is awesome; they use finesse
rather than brute strength. As usual with
our sport, the Strike has a more colloquial
name. If you send a bowl down the green
more in the manner of a charging rhino, to
slam into the clustered bowls known as the
Head, this is commonly known as ‘Firing’
(as in squad). Because of this manoeuvre,
I was occasionally known as the Vandal or

the Wrecker - but oh, what a release from
tension!
Another puzzle for me when I began was
the order, ‘Take more green!’ Was it a
command to stride up to the opposition and
edge them off the rink? - or was it more
akin to ‘Take more water with it’? In fact,
what was needed was a wider swing of the
bowl to take it in towards the jack. ‘Don’t
be short!’ is perhaps my favourite bowls
admonition. It is, needless to say, an
irresistible invitation to reply, ‘But I am
short!’ – after all, I’m only 5ft 3 and a bit.
Still, it’s an excellent piece of advice; if
you don’t get your bowl up to or behind the
jack, it may not count for much.
Sometimes it can act as a blocker – but
while jacks often get pushed back, they
almost never come forward, so bowls
further back may eventually win an end
when the jack is propelled towards the
ditch.
Bowlers love social banter (also known as
insults) which can be hilarious
or
sometimes most annoying. Shouts of “It’s
gone further than I did on holiday” or “Too
many Weetabix!” ensue when a bowler
overdoes the delivery. “Everything’s gone
black” – not a sudden solar eclipse, but an
opponent getting it right and ending up on
the jack. ‘That could come in handy”
translates, sadly, as ‘What did you do that
for?’
All in all, I enjoy the language almost as
much as the sport, the camaraderie and the
fresh air – we look forward to seeing our
supportive members, and to welcoming
anyone who fancies trying us out.
Kingsland Bowling is alive and rolling!
If you want to know more about us, please
feel free to contact me:
Susanna Checketts (01568 77546)
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Tour de Hereford
Following last year’s success, St Michael’s Hospice will be embracing
the thrill of the world’s most famous cycle event by inviting you to
explore your favourite routes on two wheels during the Tour de
Hereford. Get sponsored to go as far as you like as often as you want
during the Tour de France, either on your own or with your loved ones (Covid guidelines
permitting). And don’t worry if you haven’t got a bike; our friends at Beryl Bikes are
offering eight Tour de Hereford fundraisers free hire throughout the Tour’s three-week
duration, in return for pledging to raise at least £100 in sponsorship. This is on a first-come
first-served basis.
For further information, including sign-up details, visit st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
Tour de Hereford | 26th June – 18th July
News from the Chapels
On Easter Sunday, 4th April, there will be a joint service at Leintwardine Methodist Church.
After the service there will be an opportunity to discuss future plans, taking into account the
four associated congregations. If you wish to contribute to this discussion but cannot attend,
please contact Sharon O’Connell, our lay pastor. If anyone needs a lift to the service please
let me know (01568 708992)
Lesley Pitchford

Professional Cleaning of Carpets, Rugs,
Upholstery
Using a new innovative system, we offer a fast, efficient, high quality
carpet cleaning service, with no mess or fuss






Cleans, disinfects and applies anti-static coating
Guarantees not to stretch, shrink or split seams
Leaves carpet pH neutral, no resoiling sticky residues
Extremely quiet operation
Environmentally Friendly too, using natural products
Dry in 30 Minutes

Homes

Offices

Hotels

Clubs

Call today:
Rainbow International, Unit 21, Evans
Business Centre, Brunel Road, Leominster, HR6 0LX
Telephone: 01568 617710

For Your Free, No Obligation Quote
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G. D. Lloyd
TIMBER
CONSTRUCTIONS
The Workshop, Sodgley Farm
Kingsland HR6 9PY








Exterior and Interior Carpentry
Bespoke:
Stables,
Garages
Workshops
Roofing
Timber Floors
Painting








Doors
Windows
Glazing
Tiling
Fencing
Decorating

For a free quotation ring
Gary on: 07966 766963

Terry Jones
Painting
and
Decorating
Inside and Outside
Work Undertaken
For a Free Quote call
Terry 01544 267 861
Or 07906918875
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LAST INSTALMENT (by Rick)
Those of you who read the two previous
episodes will recall that, to escape from the
bombing in Coventry, my mother, father and
I came to my uncle’s house in Ledicot in the
summer of 1942. There was an immediate
bond between my cousin, Jean, and I . We
had a delightful summer, experiencing the
delights of the countryside, the world of
farms and livestock etc. Inevitably the time
came for us to go to Kingsland School for
the Autumn term.........
We were greeted at school by the head
master, Mr C.T. Jones, who made a point of
seeing us arrive on the bus and making sure
that we behaved ourselves. We were then
regulated into lines on the playground and
at the strike of 9 o'clock were let into the
three classrooms that were available. The
small classes made it possible for the
teacher to get to know the pupils in detail
and so they were very aware of our
background and relatives. I remember
sitting next to a friendly girl, Marjorie
Williams, for some of my stay there.
(Remarkably, I still see her in the village
more than 70 years later!)
The pupils were divided into the sporty
ones who disliked any academic studies and
did their best to upset the classes with their
mutterings and kicking under the desks and the academic ones who hated going
outside where it was usual to fight with all
and sundry!
However the headmaster
reined supreme and if you were caught in
any awkward situation you had to go to
visit him in his office. I did it several
times and found him very fair and didn't
have the cane at all!
The school had a great relationship with
Kingsland Church and we were often taken
in columns along the pavements to the
church either for instruction on history or
for a school service, as it was a Church of

England school.
Our headmaster, Mr
Jones, had a personal relationship with the
church, being a regular member of the choir
and holding various other responsible posts
on the church committees.
Compulsory church attendance had always
been encouraged by my parents. I think,
possibly because they wanted me out of the
house on a Sunday afternoon to give them
some freedom.
Being evacuated to
Kingsland made religion no more attractive,
and when it was suggested that my cousin
Jean and I should go to Sunday school,
there were some long faces at lunchtime.
It was surprisingly different! There was a
long walk, of a mile or so, to the house (not
church) where the Sunday school was held
and it was surprisingly good to walk
through the fields after a hearty Sunday
lunch and to see the farm animals and the
orchards of trees in the height of the
summer. Also Jean and I picked up other
children from intervening houses and we
went along as a crowd – only half a dozen
or so. We eventually reached the main
Mortimer’s Cross to Shobdon road and,
crossing it, entered the short drive to a
small cottage which I learned later was
occupied by two ladies of indeterminate
age. They had the dress and atmosphere of
a Victorian period and their house was
furnished in the same way.
We were
shown into a large room where the table
had been pushed back and the various
chairs arranged in a semi-circle. In one
corner was the harmonium at which one
sister sat whilst the other led the service,
very carefully explaining how it was all to
be organized. We were each given a hymn
book and a record card which showed the
number of attendances made in the year.
We started off with a hymn and the two
ladies both sang with the accompaniment of
the harmonium and we all, rather
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tentatively, joined in.
After that there
were some very simple prayers - generally
relating to the health and well-being of our
family and friends. Another hymn was
followed by a short talk by the leader, who
subsequently issued stick-on religious
stamps, to put on the attendance card which
was provided. I was quite intrigued by
these and asked why we all had different
stamps and the answer was so that we could
look at each others and she would explain
what they were. The final hymn and the
service was soon over and there were iced
buns and a glass of pop. We were then let
out and ran giggling and screaming across
the main road and across the fields. On the
way we would pass the walnut tree where,
in season, a few walnuts were lying on the
ground - but in order to get more, we found
short branches and hurled them up the tree
to dislodge the fruit. But then of course we
couldn't open them - so took them home as
prizes. Religion wasn't too bad after all!
In fact, I found that I was really enjoying
this country life, and that my cousin Jean
and I had bonded together like brother and
sister, and spent most of our spare time
together! She would bring me up-to-date
with all the local gossip in Kingsland and
the surrounding area – and I would help her
to understand about the bombing and other
war-time happening which had shaped my
young life. She helped me to acclimatise to
the country ways - even introducing me to
the enormous cider cask which resided in
the under-stairs cupboard - access to which
was available to us all! So many an
evening would end with us both having the
giggles, before retiring to bed!
My regret is, that after meeting up
occasionally for the next 5 years or so, Jean
and I lost touch. We both moved from
Herefordshire, married and left behind the
carefree country life that we had once
enjoyed.

In all I had six or seven months at Ledicot,
including an idyllic summer and excellent
tuition at Kingsland school. Then, as I had
somehow passed the 'eleven plus' exam, we
moved to Leominster so that I could go to
the Grammar School there.
It was many decades later - in the mid
1980's – that my wife (also named Jean)
and I, decided that we should settle down
somewhere quieter than the many cities
where we had lived and worked. We
headed back to Leominster. We were
persuaded by our good friends, Bill and
Barbara Bengry, to buy a house in
Kingsland. Although we moved around a
bit since - even a spell in Australia –
Kingsland always drew us back.
Where else would anyone want to live?

MARTIN
CADWALLADER
BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING

 Extensions
 Renovations
 Groundworks
 Hard Landscaping

Tel: 01568 782223
Mob: 07870355734

14

15

Community First’s oil buying group.
Great value and convenience.
Community First is a long established
charity,
in
Herefordshire
and
Worcestershire, which aims to support
strong and vibrant rural communities.
In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for
heating oil for anyone in the two counties.
The scheme keeps money in the local
economy, builds a greater sense of
community and cooperation and helps
tackle fuel poverty. Over the years, with
hundreds of members, we have saved many
thousands of pounds across both counties.
How does it work?
At the end of each month we collate orders
placed by our members and negotiate with
a number of suppliers. Our savings are
often between 2p and 4p a litre against the
average English price and can be much

more against local individual quotes. Our
prices are the same for 500 as for 1500
which is good for spreading your costs.
To register your interest or ask a question
please contact info@comfirst.org.uk or
ring Richard on 07515 881231.
Membership costs £20 per year. We are
very happy to work with established local
groups too, for instance by sharing good
practice and energy efficiency tips.
More
details
can
at www.comfirst.org.uk

be

found
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Oil Boiler, AGA and Rayburn
For service and repair call:

Bill Moss Oil Boiler
Services
of Leominster, your local OFTEC
registered oil engineer.
Replacement Oil Storage tanks supplied and
fitted.
Tel: 01568 611132 (Mob: 07711899062)
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Easter Scavenger Hunts
During the week before Easter (27th March
until Easter Sunday) there will be two
Easter trails in the village. Donkeys will
appear around Kingsland for you to find
(see separate poster) and there will be a
scavenger hunt around the Churchyard.
There will be clues that lead to items to be
found that all relate to the Easter Story.
Find all twelve to complete the scavenger
hunt. Full instructions will be pinned up on
the Church door.
These have been organised by the Messy
Church team, but anyone can take part.
Prizes for both trails will be given out in
Church on Easter Sunday, or can be
claimed from me (at 8 Orchard Close) after
Easter Sunday (whilst stocks last!!)
There is no Messy Church service for April
as the service on the first Sunday of the
month is Easter Sunday which will be a
family service with activities for children.
Wendy Maddocks
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Kingsland Cub Scouts have been
running virtually since last March but
are hoping to return to face to face
meetings after the Easter Holidays.
We meet on a Monday night during
term time 6 - 7.30pm. If you have a

child aged between 7.5 and 11 who
would like to join us when we meet,
please contact me for more details.
Akela (Karen Jones BEM)
(Tel 01432 760 591)
or email:
kingslandcubscouts@googlemail.com
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Grand Potato-growing Competition
On Easter Monday, 5th April, 2021,
between 10 am and 6 pm only, competitors
may call at Yew Trees, North Rd,
Kingsland, HR6 9RU, to collect a growbag kindly sponsored by Hintons of
Leominster, and select a seed potato kindly
sponsored by Vaughan Farms of Kingsland,
at a cost of £5. There is no fee for children
under 16 who wish to take part. All
proceeds will go to the fabric fund of St
Michael & All Angels Church, Kingsland.
The heaviest weight of potatoes will be
awarded the Silver Spade ♠️ for 2021 and
other prizes will be awarded by the judges
on merit. Weigh-in on 30th August, Bank
Holiday Monday, venue and time to be
announced. Contact me at 0156 709008 if
you have queries.
David Thompson (Chairman SMAAAK)

Charlie Dog’s
Grooming Parlour






Bathing
Clipping
Nail Cutting
Canine Massage
Human & Animal Reiki

Professional Service
Grooming since 1998
Please call
Keli Partridge on:
01568709190 or
07967005102.

7, Boarsfield, Kingsland
www.cdgrooming.co.uk
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Nature Notes
It’s hard to believe a year has gone by in
these very difficult Covid times and life has
been difficult for all. We are now through
probably the worst of the pandemic and
hopefully the worst of the back end of
winter with British summertime starting
last Palm Sunday but whether March will
do its usual “in like a lamb and out like a
lion” we won’t know but it has been a
pretty rough month. Field capacity has
been exceeded and the land is very wet.
The much hoped for March dust has not
really materialised this year.
As the snowdrops and crocuses fade the
carpets of beautiful bluebells start emerging
and garden and field birdlife will begin
frantic nesting activity.
With an early
Easter gardeners will be busy cultivating
their patches and don’t forget the Church is
organising, subject to Covid, the Grand
Annual Potato Competition to see how big
a weight of potatoes you can produce in a
growbag from one seed. Collect your
growbag and Estima potato on Easter
Monday, April 5th and let battle
commence!
It wouldn’t of course be Spring without our
beautiful daffodils and there are lovely
swathes of them to see in and around the
village.
Let’s hope the April showers
won’t flatten these and the tulips and we
won’t have any late frosts that may
seriously damage any blackcurrants or
other early fruiting plants. A real treat of
course in our Herefordshire cider and other
orchards is to see the beautiful apple
blossom and also the expanses of white
blackthorn flowers in our hedgerows.
Our local blackbirds continue to do battle
for their respective territories. Will we, this
year, be treated to the sound of the Spring
cuckoo? Numbers, like many species,

appear in decline but a harbinger of Spring
if ever there was one.
By now on our farms the Spring lambing is
in full swing or nearly completed and many
suckler cow herds have been busy with the
Spring calving. It’s a treat to see the new
arrivals enjoying a good old gamble on our
greening pasture fields throughout the
County.
On the woodland front, the continuing
outbreak of ash die back causes concern to
our foresters. We won’t really know just
how bad the infection has taken hold in
Herefordshire perhaps until they come into
leaf. Will it be ash before the oak and we
shall have a soak or oak before the ash and
we shall have a splash? Either way I hope
we won’t lose too many trees but there is a
danger of this becoming a pandemic
throughout deciduous woodlands in the
United Kingdom.
In our ponds, frogs and toads are busy
spawning although again the amount of
frogspawn does seem to be in decline and
we don’t seem to have as many of them in
our gardens as we used to. In our rivers the
emerging fly life is the grannom and
eventually as Mayflies pupate, come to the
surface, and dance on the water and in the
air, they are another sight to behold.
I wish a happy Easter to you all.
Jackdaw
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Luctonians Sports Club
I’ve actually got something to tell you this
month so will not have to resort to fearless,
social comment and rheumy eyed
reminiscences. The RFU ( remember them )
has decreed that training can start again on
March 29th and this will progress in
graduated stages. Matches against other
clubs will be permitted from April 26th but
with no scrums or mauls until full contact
returns sometime in June. I hope the virus
is reading this!
If all goes according to plan our cricketers
will pad up at the end of April and ladies
rounders, archery, cycling, croquet and
petanque will all return during the summer.
Mortimer Park has again been selected as a
venue for England rounders in June and our
Sundogs Festival has been scheduled for
the weekend of July 16th-18th.
On the rugby front two of our players have
been selected for England squads, Seb
Atkinson for England Under 20’s and Will
Pugh for England under 18’s. Will’s father,

an uncompromising player in his day, had
the perfect start in life for a flanker. He was
born off side. (Dan, if you read this, that
was a compliment).
Our Charity Committee has had a difficult
time this year with the lack of matches and
social events denying it the ability to
generate funds. It did however raise £2,800
with its Christmas Raffle and for once
charity begins at home. It was decided to
donate this money to Luctonians Sports
Club to help us offset the significant
financial damage we have suffered during
lockdown. Only the most uncharitable of
you would disagree with this decision but if
you do exist I doubt if you could raise a
backgammon team
The more astute of you will have noticed
that I have made no comment about the
result of the Wales v England match.
England were justified in feeling miffed
about some of the referee’s decisions but
quite simply Wales managed the match far
better on the day and deserved their victory.
Huw Davies.
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