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January 2022
Dear Parishioners,
I am immensely grateful to everyone
who helped with the re-opening of
Kingsland Church at the beginning of
December. It was a mammoth task to
get the place clean and ready, dressed
and open, and the whole community
shared in that weekend, bringing in
stalls of the life of the village to share in
the celebration. Thank you to Cora
Powell and Cliff Davis (young and old)
who cut the ribbon to let us all in, and to
the Bishop who came to bless the
building and the people on the next
chapter of our life together. The light
poured in through the windows and the
bounced off the newly painted walls, so
that there was an air of Light in the
building as the Messy Church Children
took their Christingles out into the
world, and the choir sang the Hallelujah
Chorus and we all shared a Celebration
Cake made by Rhian Fear. My hope
and prayer is that we will be a Church
of Light in the coming year. This is
YOUR church and ALL are welcome,
so I hope you will come and enjoy the
space to think or pray or come along to
some of the engagement activities that
will be running for the next couple of
years thanks to the National Heritage
Lottery Fund.
Thank you too to Terence and Emma
Payen for hosting our Christmas Coffee

Morning, and to Johnny Price for
sponsoring the cash prizes for the Big
Raffle. One December evening just
before Christmas a group of us went
round Carol Singing and raised £110
for Shelter, it is such a joy to be able to
sing outside with friends and not to
wear facemasks. It has been a strange
year that we look back on , and
uncertain as we look forward, with the
rise of the Omicron Variant and the
need for further vaccinations, and
wondering what all this will mean for
our life together.
It was rather fitting that the first service
in Church once it was opened was for
our very own Shirley Griffiths, our PCC
secretary, who died rather suddenly
after being admitted to the County
Hospital.
Shirley was the most
organised and efficient secretary and I
remember her at annual meetings
having the papers ready to put into my
hand as each item progressed. She
had lived in Kingsland all her life and in
her youth had taught in the Sunday
School and played the harmonium into
her 30s. Shirley we will miss you and
we wish Nigel our love and prayers.
December was a busy month for
funerals across the parishes and many
loved and dear parishioners have been
laid to rest in our churchyards. We
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were glad to celebrate our first baptism
back in church with Isla Haggart on 12th
December and it was lovely to see
young life again in church.
Plans for January include a Concert
and Afternoon Tea organised by the
Mortimer’s Cross Churches on Sunday
30th January at 3pm in Aymestrey
Church.
The Concert is by Hay
Madrigals and will include Vivaldi’s
Gloria. Please let me know if you
would like to come. Entry (or rather exit)
is by donations, but suggested donation
is £10 and I’d be glad to book you a
place so we know how many are
coming so we can cater in style.
There is also information about a Burns
Supper included in the magazine and I
hope to see you there for some good
food and drink, bagpipes, good
company…. What more could you
want.
Let us enter 2022 confident that we
have The Light of the World, our Lord
Jesus Christ, who can lighten the
darkest place and will do so for us as
we journey on. Let us encourage each
other on the journey and may the light
that Jesus gives us get reflected out
into the world, that all may have light
and hope for 2022!
Julie
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Kingsland Royal British Legion
It was good to welcome a few more
familiar faces back to the last meeting
although we were sorry that there were
others unable to attend due to ill health.
We hope that they are all feeling better and
will be able to enjoy the Christmas Lunch
on 15th December.
Thank you to Sally Wall for organising the
Christmas Quiz and to everyone for their
contributions to the draw. There will be no
get together in January but there will be a
coffee and cake meeting on Tuesday 1st
February at 11 am at the Corners Inn.
Please let me know if you will be attending
so that I can inform Emma for catering.
We wish everyone a Happy New Year.
Val Davis (Secretary) Tel: 01568 708
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News from A Familiar Treasure in our
Midst…

activities planned – if you’d like to see this
please let us know. Nothing is set in stone,
so any suggestions are welcome! Please
keep updated with our work by looking at
the Facebook page, or sign up for our
quarterly
newsletter
by
emailing
familiartreasureinourmidst@gmail.com.

Thank you so much to everyone who took
part in our Grand Reopening event at the
beginning of December!
We had a
wonderful turn out on both days, and we
hope everyone enjoyed being in the church
again. Please go to our Facebook page to
see some photos! It was great to have so
many village organisations there, and to be
reminded of what an active and creative
community we have in Kingsland.

January welcomes a new person to the
project team: Jo Henshaw, who lives in
Hereford and has worked on a number of
creative community projects, will be taking
on the role of the Activity Coordinator.
We’ll be sorting an email address for her,
but in the meantime, if anyone has any
comments or ideas about the project’s
activity programme please use the address
above.

We’d like to say another big thank you to
everyone who has given their time to the
project in some way or another during
2021 – there are too many of you to
mention but you know who you are, and
we appreciate you hugely! We’re not the
only ones: the National Heritage Lottery
Fund puts a monetary value on volunteer
hours: so far, we’ve received the
equivalent of £41,290! So thank you!

Our Tea & Talks have been really
successful, and we hope people have
enjoyed learning about bats, bees,
hedgehogs, hops, and wreath making!
Thank you to Chelsea and her team for
always serving up such delicious
refreshments, and for the lovely cosy
atmosphere the Tea Rooms provides.
We’ll bring back the talks in the Spring.

Now that the capital programme is almost
finished, we’ll be really throwing ourselves
into heritage activity side of things. We
have a two year timetable of events and

Our next activity will take place on
Saturday, January 28th – please see the
enclosed flyer for all the details. The free
Activity Taster Day is a partnership event
with Ignite cic’s Our Community Can
project, and we are delighted to be
working with them. We’re hoping people
will come along and try the different crafts
and let us know their favourite – we’ll then
offer a six week workshop in the most
popular activity later in the year. Please
come along – you might discover a new
talent!
Hannah Vernon
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News from the Chapels
We have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming
our brothers and sisters from Kingsland
Parish church to the chapel but are pleased
that they are now able to serve this
community again from their beautifully
restored church. The choir ceiling is quite a
revelation. Thank you also for the opening
event on 4th December which we enjoyed the cake was good as well!
Our CHRISTMAS TREE this year may
look a little small but we have been given a
live one in a pot which will therefore last
from year to year. You never know we
may even plant it in the ground as a
permanent feature!
Our thanks go
to B&Q for their kind donation. You may
also notice that the nativity figures have all
been repainted. Our thanks go to Sharon
for her hard work. (She says she enjoyed
it). The stable has unfortunately developed
wood worm so our task during the coming
year will be to build a new one, possibly
out of pallet wood.
The Village Art Club at Kingsland will
still be taking place on Wednesday
mornings as usual but some of the contact
details have altered: Phone 07938 563716
or email: liz@villageartclubs.co.uk and the
website address is:
www.villageartclubs.co.uk.
Yoga classes continue on Mondays. For
further details contact Zuzi on
07482095954 or email
yogawithzuzi@gmail.com.
For Creative Writing contact Fay on
708789 if you would like to join us. I t is
fun and keeps the brain alert as well!
Services in January:
9th January Kingsland 10,30 am Sharon
O'Connell
16th January Lingen 10.30 am Rev Paul
Arnold Covenant Service

23rd January Leintwardine 10.30 am Local
Arrangement
30th January Shobdon Joint Holy
Communion service with the Arrowvale
group of churches at Shobdon Parish
Church.
We very much hope the last service is a
step on the road to the restoration of the
shared worship we enjoyed in Shobdon
before the pandemic.
If anyone needs help with transport or to
contact Sharon, please phone me on
708992.
Finally, from everyone in the Methodist
Community, we wish you a Healthy and
Fulfilled 2022.
Lesley Pitchford
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Messy Church
We filled the church with light and
life at the reopening of the building
on Sunday 5th December. The
Bishop of Hereford and his wife
joined in the fun, as we made
Christingles as part of our
Christmas preparations and asked
the Bishop questions!
Messy
Church goers were then joined by
the wider congregation to praise
God for the newly refurbished
building and to give thanks that
Christ came as a light to the world.
We will meet again on Sunday 2nd
January, 9.30am in the church
to journey with the wise men who
followed the star to the manger in
Bethlehem.
We will make our
own 'Star of Wonder', in lots of
different messy ways of course.
Please let Rev Julie know if you
can join us as the numbers help us
cater for breakfast, all children with
a family member or friend
welcome. Please let us know of
any
food
intolerances
or
preferences, rev.julie@hotmail.co
m
Wendy Maddocks

MARTIN
CADWALLADER
BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING

 Extensions
 Renovations
 Groundworks
 Hard Landscaping

Tel: 01568 782223
Mob: 07870355734
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Kingsland W I
On the 1st December we had another lady
from Echo to give a very good talk and
demonstration. This time - Maggie Percy
who leads a team of weavers at Clever
Betsy in Leominster. With her were two of
the weavers, Kevin and Steph. Maggie
studied constructive textile design at
Harrogate Art College, spent ten years as a
social worker in York and was then
employed as a development officer by
Hereford Council. She joined Echo in
2004.
She explained the simplest way to start
weaving is to use a cardboard frame to
wind the warp threads (up and down) over
it and weave the weft (horizontal) threads
through them to make a decorative wall
hanging. A circular card can be used to
make very attractive table mats. Maggie
brought along three looms to demonstrate

weaving techniques and Steph was very
busy on one of the table looms weaving an
intricate pattern which required a lot of
concentration. There were a great many
items which the weavers had made: - rag
rugs, cushions, scarves, table mats to
bookmarks. Kevin showed us the large
table loom and invited us to try our hand at
it. Gifts of leftover wool are welcome and
also discarded woollen garments which can
be unpicked.
On the 8th December we enjoyed our
Christmas lunch at the Riverside
Restaurant. Our next meeting, on the 5th
January at the Coronation Hall, will be a
talk by Desna McCall on training Helping
Dogs and all are welcome to attend.
Pat Hughes
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New Year Opening:
Aardvark Books reopens on January2nd
with opening hours given below. Best
wishes for a Happy New Year to you all!

01568 708479 for more information,
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Patients’ Participation Group News at the MORTIMER MEDICAL
PRACTICE
on 8 December 2021
Flu Jabs: vaccine delivery expected imminently and where appropriate
patients will be invited by the surgery to book appointments.
Covid Booster Vaccinations: you have probably learnt from the media
that major changes are being made, as we write, to accelerate the
booster programme. These, intended to be completed by the end of
January, include:
 A second vaccine to all 12- to 15-year-olds
 Reducing the period between 2nd and booster jabs to three months.
At the time of writing, planning meetings are being held to determine how
the Practice can participate. The aim will be to help the Practice’s
population as much as possible whilst lessening the effects on normal
services this will inevitably cause.
Best advice to those needing a booster is to monitor the media or to read
the local NHS website at herefordshire.gov.uk/covid19vaccinations.
Appointments are often added at short notice, so the advice is to check
frequently. Please help yourself and everyone else by not ringing the
Surgery about covid appointments.
Telephone Delays: the practice regrets delays from high continuous
demand of calls, due to lack of lines and absence of staff to operate them.
The Practice is currently investigating updated phone systems, including
ones involving queueing arrangements.
Staff News: Dr Voysey will be retiring in the Spring with a last clinic in
mid-January. Dr Richard Baxter, already a regular locum, will become a
permanent member of the GP team in January.
Brian Taylor (01568-780891 or at bwebbertaylor@gmail.com)
Rosie Stanford (at rosie.stanford@btinternet.com)
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A Great Adventure!
Last month we left Ric & Jean on their way
to New Zealand
Wherever we walked or drove (and we
visited lots of great places in the North
Island of New Zealand from the capital,
Wellington, at the Southern point of the
country, to the Bay of Islands, situated near
its most Northerly point) we found the
same welcoming and trusting nature of the
inhabitants and the similarities between
their attitudes and lifestyles and those in
Britain some half a century ago. There
were small shops in the smaller towns and
villages which had eateries attached.
Perhaps we would have called them 'tearooms'? They were great for travellers like
ourselves! The main shops perhaps sold
tourist items,
together with postcards
promoting the locality, and the adjacent
cafe would produce main meals or snacks
at any time. The prices were good too!
One example of acceptance and trust stands
out in my memory! It takes place in an
idyllic sea-side location... the sea-side town
of Napier on the East coast of the island. A
bed and breakfast place had been
recommended to us at a previous stop-over.
We rang up and made a booking, saying
that we would arrive at about 5.30. The
owner gave us the address and directions.
All was set. We had a quick drive along the
sea-front and saw that all the buildings
along the road and promenade had been
painted in contrasting pale colours. .It was
delightful! A few minutes later we were
back in the centre of town, parked in front
of the large terraced house where we were
booked to stay. I tried the doorbell. No
response! We sat in the car and waited.
After about ten minutes, a car came and
parked next to us. Our land-lady jumped
out, full of apologies for being late, saying
that she had been delayed by the last
customer in the antiques shop which she

owned in the town.
She led the way into a most beautiful
house, furnished throughout with antiques
and unusual pictures. Her energies were
amazing! She showed us through the
ground floor and then up to our sumptuous
bedroom on the first floor. In passing, she
said, ‘I have to attend an important meeting
this evening, which means I can't prepare a
meal for you......but there's lots of food here
and I'm sure you will manage..oh! And I'll
put out a bottle of wine for you. You'll be
comfortable here until I get back. Make
yourselves at home.' ‘She dashed upstairs
and then was gone!
It was easy to prepare a good meal and to
eat in this cosy kitchen. and then relax, with
a glass of wine, until her return at about
9.30pm. We talked for an hour and then,
all feeling sleepy, Jean and I retired to the
luxury of our bedroom, as our hostess said,
‘'I open the shop at 9.15 in the morning, I'll
leave breakfast ready for you. If you sleep
in, I'll leave your Bill on the hall table.
Just leave your money there and make sure
that the front door is locked!' (How
unbelievably trusting was that?)
Fortunately, we were up at around 7.30 the
next morning, had a satisfying breakfast,
paid a very moderate bill, and then were on
our way to our next adventure!
The original settlers in New Zealand were
the Maori people, who, many centuries
before had apparently arrived there from
the South-Sea Islands, possibly in their
canoes! They were well established when
the first white settlers arrived and are now
well integrated into the general population.
With the continuing influx of Europeans
they probably represent around 15 per cent
of the inhabitants. They are very willing to
show new-comers their skills and
traditional life style.
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Jean and I were in the front row at one of
their traditional village demonstrations.
They were in traditional dress and the
ladies danced for us to a drumming
accompaniment, their dark skins shining in
the bright sunlight. Then the Chief talked
about their history and accomplishments
and their responsibility for some of the
natural features of the islands. Finally, a
group of about 12 enormous and very
muscular men performed the HAKA formerly a war dance – in formation, with
eyes bulging, tongues out over their chins
and threat in every action. It was stunning!
(apparently, they perform this before
playing rugby!) They all treated it as great
fun and mixed with the audience
afterwards, chatting amiably with us all!
Our experiences in New Zealand were
great. Eventually, for the last few days, we
drove our trusty car right up to the top of
the island, to a hotel looking over the Bay
of Islands where we had a room with a
terrace. This looked over the sandy shore,
to the ever changing sea-scape with the
islands dotted about it. It was special! We
made it more-so by having an hour's flight
in a helicopter over the bay and the islands.
Some were privately owned with large
mansions, immaculate grounds and large
yachts on the anchorages. Others were
open for the general public with tourist
boats taking people out for a day's ramble
and a picnic!
As we were flying back to Sydney in
Australia, en route to our lovely home near
Brisbane (where we eventually lived for
more than two years), Jean said to me.
'What lovely people we've met. What
special places we've visited! Aren't we
lucky?' ‘'Yes', I responded, ‘and all due to
that Round- the- World, ticket!
Ric

Potatoes
Home-grown at
Lower Cross Farm
HR6 9QE
25kg – 12.5kg – 5kg

Collect or Local
Delivery Available.
Ring:

01568 708315
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Mrs Gillian Drury
On Thursday 9th December Mrs Gillian
Drury, who had recently reached the age
of 100, died peacefully in her sleep and
in her own bed at home. According to
her daughter, Mrs Caroline Newton, this
is exactly what she wanted and, although
obviously upsetting, Mrs Drury was so
unwell and in such a lot of pain towards
the end, that we must see this as a relief
for her. There was a family only
cremation before Christmas but please
note that there will be a memorial
service at the church on Saturday April
2nd, at 12 o’clock.
Ed.

Charlie Dog’s
Grooming Parlour






Bathing
Clipping
Nail Cutting
Canine Massage
Human & Animal Reiki

Professional Service
Grooming since 1998
Please call
Keli Partridge on:
01568709190 or
07967005102.

7, Boarsfield, Kingsland
www.cdgrooming.co.uk
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O. Mabbort
Blacksmith
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
Gates, railings, window casements,
hand rails, hinges and latches …
Contact Owen:
Call - 01568708134
or 07971979223
Email o.mabbort@btinternet.com
or visit …
The Dales, Shirlheath,
Kingsland
Website
www.omabbortblacksmith.co.uk
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Luctonians Sports Club
When you read this you will already be into
the New Year. Congratulations on getting
there!
I suspect 2022 will be as
disappointing and frustrating as 2021. But
then, I’ve always been an optimist.
Mid November saw us make the long trek
north to Blaydon, not for the races but the
rugby. We were greeted by another Taj
Mahal of a clubhouse complete with
artificial pitch. A competent display saw us
come away with a 38 – 26 victory and on
the same weekend our 2nds, 3rds and Colts
all won with victories over Clee Hill 1sts,
Hereford 2nds and Patesians respectively.
Doesn’t happen often but great when it
does!
The following Saturday provided us with a
bigger challenge with the visit of high
flying Fylde. They quickly confirmed their
pedigree with a try in the third minute but
we dug in and went into half time with an 8
points to 7 lead. A penalty try stretched our
advantage but a second converted try from
Fylde with ten minutes to go saw them right
back in the match. A dogged defense and
excellent match management however saw
us hang on for a 15 – 14 win. Fylde were
generous in defeat and the following week
their match report stated “a fierce and
determined defense was the bedrock of
Luctonian’s success”. Our performance
must have provided them with the
proverbial kick up the backside because the
following
Saturday
they
defeated
Stourbridge who had arrived at Fylde with
an unbeaten P11 W11 record.
Early December saw us travel north again
to Hull Ionians (and Taj Mahal Clubhouse
No. 3) with an altered squad due to injuries
and unavailability and with another two of

our young players making their first team
debuts.
We put on another excellent
defensive display in an attritional game and
the final score of 18 - 7 was slewed by
two late Hull tries, the second one gift
wrapped in Luctonian’s festive paper. Hull
were excellent hosts and I was reminded
again of why I so enjoy going “Up North”.
A starter of Tetley’s was followed by more
Tetley’s to wash down the home made meat
pie, mushy peas and chips, the nosh being
accompanied by a blunt array of views and
opinions from our hosts delivered in the
“call a spade a spade” school of northern
conversation that is impossible to
misunderstand.
In mid-December we took our eighth
consecutive trip up north to lose to
Sheffield Tigers by 27 – 0. The score was
an accurate reflection of their superiority,
and for the first time this season we failed
to score a point. We have one game left
before the New Year when Stourbridge
visit us boasting a P12 W11 record. Which
Luctonians team is going to turn up I ask
myself? The one that defeated Fylde or the
one that crashed in Sheffield? I have no
idea !
I have mentioned our fund raising record
before. The RFU has reported that of the
70 clubs in the National Leagues we lie
second in that respect beaten only by multichimney-potted Cambridge. A magnificent
achievement!
To finish I am sure you would wish to join
me in sending greetings to all our friends in
Aberystwyth, “Blwyddyn Newydd Dda i
Chwi” or for those of you whose Welsh is a
bit rusty a “Happy New Year”.
Huw Davies
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G. D. Lloyd
TIMBER
CONSTRUCTIONS
The Workshop, Sodgley Farm
Kingsland HR6 9PY








Exterior and Interior Carpentry
Bespoke:
Stables,
Garages
Workshops
Roofing
Timber Floors
Painting








Doors
Windows
Glazing
Tiling
Fencing
Decorating

For a free quotation
ring Gary on:
07966 766963

Shopmobility
We provide mobility scooters,
wheelchairs
and
powered
wheelchairs on a daily hire basis for
anyone with permanent or temporary
mobility difficulties wishing to visit
Hereford, Leominster, Ledbury or
Ross.
Please contact:

Hereford
Leominster
Ledbury
Ross

01432 342166
01568 616755
01531 636001
01989 763388
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Professional Cleaning of Carpets, Rugs,
Upholstery
Using a new innovative system, we offer a fast, efficient, high quality
carpet cleaning service, with no mess or fuss






Cleans, disinfects and applies anti-static coating
Guarantees not to stretch, shrink or split seams
Leaves carpet pH neutral, no resoiling sticky residues
Extremely quiet operation
Environmentally Friendly too, using natural products
Dry in 30 Minutes

Homes

Offices

Hotels

Clubs

Call today:
Rainbow International, Unit 21, Evans
Business Centre, Brunel Road, Leominster, HR6 0LX
Telephone: 01568 617710

For Your Free, No Obligation Quote
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Oil Boiler, AGA and Rayburn
For service and repair call:

Bill Moss Oil Boiler
Services
of Leominster, your local OFTEC
registered oil engineer.
Replacement Oil Storage tanks supplied and
fitted.
Tel: 01568 611132 (Mob: 07711899062)
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MortiMer’s Cross
Group of Churches

Fund-raising event:
Concert &
Afternoon Tea
Aymestrey Church 3.00 pm
Sunday, 30th January, 2022
Concert by

Hay Madrigals
to include the
Vivaldi Gloria
Book your place by contacting Rev Julie Read

(01568 708255)
No Tickets but a suggested Donation of £10
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Flowers for Church
We are in need of people to help with the
flowers in Church for our weekly Sunday
Services. We do not expect expert florist
perfection for the arrangements, nor people
to be regular Church goers - just
enthusiasm.
If you would like to volunteer to join our
rota (ladies or men) please contact me on
01568 708479 for more information,
Pam Smith
Information
about
organisations.

village

I have asked for feedback about the
table of information and contact details
for village organisations. So far I have
had 1 reply suggesting that every 3
months is often enough. If you want
your club, group or activity to be
represented in the list, please send me
details by 15th of January, and I will
print the list next month.
Ed
Nature Notes
January or Janus as it used to be known was
the Roman God of new beginnings and
transition. On cold bright Winter’s days in
January, if we get hard frosts they will
transform our gardens and fields into a
Winter wonderland provided we also get
some snow. It is well worth viewing and
looking when out and about ,for animal
tracks, trying to work out which animals or
birds have passed by and it also marks the
time of the annual wassailing coming from
our Anglosaxon “waes hael” a celebration
traditionally on New Year’s Eve or Twelfth
Night ,when some of last season’s cider(not
too much !!) is poured around the roots of
the trees, toast soaked in cider hung in the

trees and where it is safe to do so the odd
shotgun fired off into the tree branches to
ward off all the evil spirits in the village!.
The idea is to promote the new season’s
crop and let’s hope it will be better than last
year’s together with an opportunity for a
good social gathering and to enjoy a jug of
farmhouse cider or two.
January marks the start of a new breeding
season for our local fox population. You
will sometimes hear the vixens scream – a
haunting sound – which somehow attracts
male suitors.
Snowdrops, bluebell shoots and hardy
winter flowers, hazel catkins etc. will soon
start to move forward and occasionally one
hears the odd mistlethrush singing, just as
dusk approaches. Murmurings of starlings
can make weird and wonderful shapes in
the sky and quite a sight to behold so look
out for them.
As our gardens slowly emerge from the
Winter solstice dogwoods of red and green
can provide spectacular colour and if you
put the stems or cuttings in water and bring
them in you can soon see new roots
forming.
For future winters consider
planting some blackthorn, guelder rose,
hawthorn or field maple – all good for
wildlife nesting cover, food and shelter,
particularly for our small garden birds.
Occasionally, should the weather warm,
you can glimpse the odd sight of bats
emerging from their Winter quarters. We
have a good number of bats in the Church
belfry in our recently, beautifully-restored
treasure in our midst..
If it’s not too early may I wish you all a
happy, and let’s hope prosperous, and lets
all hope, COVID free New Year. Only
time will tell.
Jackdaw
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January Jokes
A British man goes on holiday to
Australia...
After getting off the plane in Sydney, the
man waits to go through Australian
customs.
"Do you have anything to declare?" asks
the Australian customs officer.
"No" replies the British man.
"Do you have a criminal record?"
"I'm sorry, I didn't know that was still a
requirement."

There's a plane crashing down...
On the plane are The President of the United States, The British Prime
Minister, the smartest man in the world, a priest and a boy scout. The
pilot announces over the intercom: "People, we regret to inform you that
we are going to crash. Fortunately, there are 6 parachutes available.
Before anyone can respond, the pilot and co-pilot dash out of the cabin,
each grabs a parachute and jumps out of the plane. The 5 passengers look
at each other, realise there are only 4 parachutes left, then make a mad
dash for them. A giant fight ensues as everyone struggles to grab a
parachute.
The President snags one and declares, "I must live! I'm the President of
the United States!" before jumping out of the plane.
The Prime Minister grabs a chute and yells, "I must live! I'm the Prime
Minister!"
The Smartest Man in the World and the boy scout get into a tussle,
ending with the Smartest Man in the World shoving the boy scout to the
floor. Hugging the parachute to his chest he yells, "I'm the Smartest Man
in the World! It is imperative that I survive!" and leaps out the door.
The priest helps the boy scout to his feet. "You go ahead, son," he says,
"Take the last parachute. I've made my peace."
"We can each have one, father," The boy scout says, shaking his head,
"The Smartest Man in the World took my backpack."
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The Parish Diary, 2022

(Editor’s note: It is good that there is enough activity to justify including this item again, events for
which need to be submitted by 15th of preceding month with clear instructions on the entry –
place, time, date & title are essential information. Where more than one month’s notice is given,
items will automatically be repeated unless contrary instructions are received.)
January
29th
30

th

Whisky Tasting Evening

(Church Fundraiser)

Concert and Afternoon Tea (Benefice fundraiser)

Coronation Hall

7.30 pm

Aymestrey Church

3.00pm

Enquiries about Advertising
Apply to the editor, David Noon at 01568 708672 or by email at
noondr@aol.com. He will send all details and an application form.

