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Dear Parishioners.
What a flurry of events and
engagements, July held; hot weather,
hot politics, and many people enjoying
a well-deserved holiday.
Kingsland
Church hosted a whole manner of
concerts – I Sing Pop with Kingsland
School,
which
was
AMAZING,
Bromyard Symphonic Wind Band who
lifted our hearts and voices with
patriotic songs and music, and the
Battle of Mortimer’s Cross Event that
told of the project here over the last
couple of years to look at the evidence
for location of the battle.
Thank you to all who made these
occasions possible, especially to Martin
and Jan Harrisson who sponsored the
wind band concert and to the National
Heritage Lottery Fund who sponsored
the historical research.
Friday August 5th will see Timothy Noon
(Organist of Exeter Cathedral and son
of David ) come to Kingsland to give an
organ recital at 7.30pm . This will be
worth coming to and I commend him to
you.

August we move onto our safari
services around the parishes of the
benefice with services at 10.30am on a
Sunday and moving from Aymestrey on
the 7th , to Eardisland on the 14th,
Leinthall Earles on the 21st and
Kingsland on the 28th. That final
weekend is the bank holiday weekend
and Chris and Rhian will be holding
what is now an annual event – THE
ICE CREAM SOCIAL, on Saturday 27th
(Ad. on Page 11) so do come along
and enjoy the ice cream, the gardens
and the company.
I’m hoping that by the end of the
Summer we will all have managed
some time away and be coming back
onto some kind of even keel following
the last two years.
In September we are hoping to
progress our children’s work in the
church, with a 9.30am children’s slot at
one of the churches in our benefice on
each Sunday of the month. Do watch
this space to see what unfolds!!
With every blessing
Julie
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enables them to access the support
needed to live well within their local
communities.

Would you like Kingsland to be a
dementia-friendly community?
Dementia can and does affect ANYONE!
There are no barriers or exceptions. It
touches each member of that person’s
family and friendship circle. It’s an illness
that slowly erodes our memory. However,
there are many things that can be done to
manage these difficulties. People who are
living with memory issues, mild cognitive
impairment, or dementia want to - and can
- live as normal a life as possible within
their own homes, in familiar surroundings.
It’s important to remain independent, to
keep busy and active, and to continue
enjoying all the usual activities inside and
outside the home: the things we all take
for granted.

Watch this space for simple ways to help
make a difference. Thanks to Dementia
Friendly Leominster for this information.
Jo Henshaw (Activities Coordinator)
activities.familiartreasure@gmail.com

G. D. Lloyd

As a community, we can help people to do
this… to really make a difference. We just
need to raise our awareness and
understanding… it’s really not complicated.
It’s all the little things that can mean such a
lot to a person struggling with their
memory or living with dementia. Just being
given extra time to pay in a shop or to
choose their purchases; feeling safe and
welcome in their community… being part
of it… included; enjoying meaningful
friendships and activities, and feeling
valued in society.
For this to happen, we all need to play a
part. Dementia needs to be everyone’s
business. Reducing stigma encourages
those with memory worries to seek advice,
assessment, and diagnosis, and this

TIMBER
CONSTRUCTIONS
The Workshop, Sodgley Farm
Kingsland HR6 9PY








Exterior and Interior Carpentry
Bespoke:
Stables,
Garages
Workshops
Roofing
Timber Floors
Painting








Doors
Windows
Glazing
Tiling
Fencing
Decorating

For a free quotation
ring Gary on:
07966 766963
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Charlie Dog’s
Grooming Parlour






Bathing
Clipping
Nail Cutting
Canine Massage
Human & Animal Reiki

Professional Service
Grooming since 1998
Please call
Keli Partridge on:
01568709190 or
07967005102.

7, Boarsfield, Kingsland
www.cdgrooming.co.uk

O. Mabbort
Blacksmith
TRADITIONAL BLACKSMITH
Gates, railings, window casements,
hand rails, hinges and latches …
Contact Owen:
Call - 01568708134
or 07971979223
Email o.mabbort@btinternet.com
or visit …
The Dales, Shirlheath,
Kingsland
Website
www.omabbortblacksmith.co.u
k
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Nature Notes
The July heatwave and prolonged drought
is now beginning to cause distress to our
many plants, shrubs and trees. Hopefully
by the time you receive this month’s
newsletter we will have had some rain to
relieve the pressure. However, it has meant
the combines made an early start and by
middle July they were operating on the
Winter Barleys. Whether the yields will be
quite so satisfactory without some rain to
swell the grains remains to be seen? It is
also leading to an issue with insufficient
moisture to produce good crops of potatoes
and other root crops in our fields.
In our meadows and those areas left for
wilding within our gardens and orchards,
the warm weather has produced a crop of
assorted butterflies that enjoy flitting in
between the grasses and seed heads in these
areas. I have noticed towards the end of
July a rather distinct absence of bees to
pollinate the runner beans, summer
flowering and vegetable plants wonder
where they have gone?
The rivers Wye, Lugg and Arrow continue
to be stressed with low flow levels and on
the Teme they have been busy electro
fishing to remove trout and other fish from
certain areas of the river as it disappears
below ground and they have had to be
temporarily moved to safer places. Algae
bloom and lack of oxygen causes great
stress and can lead to death of fish that are
caught in these difficult circumstances. Is
this due to global warming and the pattern
of high pressure and warm southerly winds
coming up from the Sahara pushing
temperatures up over 30 degrees in places?
With the nesting season now fairly well
completed local birdsong has died down.
Apart from witnessing blackbirds, thrushes

and other birds enjoying a bird bath to cool
off , wrens and robins darting in and out of
the undergrowth I haven’t seen much
activity from the blue tit families that
usually are active around our village. The
Avian flu outbreak has hit our wild birds
hard with a lot of Seagulls, gannets, skuas,
swans etc. badly hit, particularly up North,
though hopefully no apparent signs of
problems in our area; lets hope so anyway.
The wildflowers in our hedgerows,
blackthorn and elder now start to run to
seed. Time perhaps for a spot of foraging
for an elderflower brew or gathering nettles
to make nettle wine. If we do get some rain
it won’t be long before crops of mushrooms
will start to appear although of course
please be careful not to pick any of the
poisonous variety.
The local rabbit population continues to
expand at a great pace. Just two adults in a
season can produce between 60 and 70
young. Not particularly good news for the
farmers and gardeners on account of their
voracious appetites.
One thing that seems to be missing on late
summer evenings of late are reasonable
quantities of bats circling for a late evening
feast. Their aerial displays as they weave
in amongst the trees and gardens and fields
in the locality is fascinating to look out for.
Bat boxes have been installed in the
churchyard. If you are enjoying a late
evening stroll you may be lucky to see
some.
Before we know it we will be back into
Autumn, the season of mellow fruitfulness
and all that holds with natures harvest of
seeds and fruits.
Jackdaw
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Luctonians Sports Club
On the third weekend in June we held our Sun Dogs Festival, back after a two year hiatus
because of Covid. Friday was a glorious day, Saturday less so but it didn’t seem to dampen
the enthusiasm of the revelers.
I can’t offer much of an opinion on the bands other than to say they were very loud and
seemed to be out of tune but the music was not meant to be an orchestral extravaganza for
octogenarian ears and the punters seemed to enjoy it which was all that mattered. I can
though offer a more informative account of the sporting events and thankfully in each
category there were both winners and losers. The Red Roosters, a team of Luctonians
assembled by Rob Bengry won the Competitive Sevens beating the Patelo Allstars in the
final. I have no idea who the other finalists were but they had some fine players and a
cursory glance quickly told me they were not from around these here parts. In the final of the
Social Sevens The Sandford Swans, a team of Jonny Waugh’s mates from Bristol University
beat The Cider Specialsts who I understand both before and after ( though not during ) the
match lived up to their name. Their side consisted largely of front row forwards who spent
most of the match wondering how they had got into the final in the first place.
Leominster Ladies won the hockey. I also know who won the Ladies Tag Rugby but I can’t
tell you the name of the team because it is a risqué Spoonerism and certainly not fit for
publication in a village newsletter. People wonder why Luctonians is such a vibrant and
successful club. The Sun Dogs Festival was an illustration of one of the many reasons why.
The setting up of the infrastructure for this mammoth event took over a week and was
achieved with the help of an army of volunteers who of course helped to clear up afterwards.
Their combined efforts saved the club somewhere in the region of £10,000
We held our AGM on July 6th and I’ll give you a flavour of what happened. Be warned,
apart from a report on our catering prowess, it’s mostly rugby again. I would urge you,
however, not to cancel your subscription as there is always the possibility that there may be
something of more interest to you in next month’s issue, though I doubt it.
Alex Smith our Director of Operations highlighted our rugby successes over the season.
1st XV. 8th position in National 2 North out of 16 teams, our second highest finish.
1st XV. Blooded 21 players ( mostly from our former Colts ) in National League rugby.
2nd XV. Won Midlands Reserve League Division 1
3rd XV . Second in Midlands Reserve League Division 2
Colts . North Midlands Colts League Winners.
Colts . North Midlands Colts League Winners.
Colts National U18 Cup Quarter Finalists.
U16 North Midlands Cup Winners.
We also had over 500 paid up participants in the other sporting activities we offer, namely.
Cricket, Junior Cricket, Women’s Rounders League, Junior Rounders, Women’s Touch
Rugby, Women’s Contact Rugby, Golf Society, Cycling Club, Croquet Club, Netball, Junior
Netball, Petanque and Archery. Many of these alternative sports enable us to qualify for
additional grants but the end product is a bonus not an objective.
On the catering side Charlotte Brown our Events Manager reported that we had provided
2,900 Hospitality Lunches and had served over the bar:
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21,168 pints of Lager .
11,757 Pints of Ale
11,830 Measures of Spirits
11,335 Pints of Cider
4,646 cans of Pop.
I must express my personal disappointment that the Cider Drinkers outdrank the Real Ale /
Bitter drinkers (call it what you will). I obviously didn’t pull my weight.
By the time you get your September newsletter we will be well into the rugby season so here
are our home fixtures for that month
Sept.3rd 3rds v Clee Hill.
Sept 9th 1sts v Dings Crusaders ( a Bristol side ), 2nds v Tamworth,
Sept 17th 3rds v Handsworth.
Sept 24th 1sts v Leicester Lions, 2nds v Edwardians.
If you haven’t paid us a visit yet, it’s time you did.
Huw Davies.
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Leominster Food Bank
Thank you to the good folk of Kingsland
for so generously donating food to
Leominster food bank, especially in these
uncertain financial times. We give out
basic essentials to those with food bank
vouchers every Tuesday and every Friday
morning. On Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons we also have ‘foodshare’ where
everyone is welcome to have fresh food
(fruit, vegetables, dairy etc.) which has
been kindly given to us by the supermarkets
or by a company called Fareshare to whom
we pay a monthly fee.
Our clients are friendly and very grateful
for our and your help. They include
families, single people and parents, older
people and lately several Ukrainian
families, too!
If you would like to know more about us,
please look at our Facebook page
‘Leominster Food Bank’.
Jill Hayter
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Kate Dawson
NVQ3 Private Care Assistant
 Day & Night Care
 Personal Care
 Domestic Duties
 Palliative Care
 Trips/Outings
Please call:
07825 233643
Fully Insured
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Mortimer’s Cross Battlefield Project Day
In the gathering heat of Saturday 16th July,
we were transported back to a cold
February day in 1461. Going up the path
to the church we were met by a mottley
assortment of 15th century soldiers, mostly
Lancastrian sporting the carrick knot of the
Earl of Ormond, with two Yorkists. The
passage of more the five centuries
appeared to have allowed an amicable
meeting between these two groups of
formerly sworn enemies.
This was the prelude to a day
commemorating the battle of Mortimer’s
Cross, and the end of a three year
archaeological project to find its location.
We were treated to a display of model
replicas of the battle, informative talks,
films, paintings and a view of the various
finds from the project. There was also an
opportunity to practise metal detecting on
the triangle behind the church.
Three
hours of searching produced a few metal
buttons and, sadly, no treasure!
The project, commenced in 2015, and was
led by battlefield archaeologist, Dr Glenn
Foard, and landscape archaeologist, Dr
Tracey Partida, whose expertise was
previously demonstrated in their location
of the true site of the battle of Bosworth.
Archaeological work of this nature is
preceded by a detailed examination of the
sources and histories previously written
about the battle. The earliest source for
Mortimer’s Cross was only written a
century after the battle, in a time
dominated by the Tudor dynasty, who had
been on the losing side. We know only
that the Jasper and Owen Tudor were
leading reinforcements from their lands in
South Wales to join with the army of King
Henry VI’s queen, who was in Yorkshire.

The Yorkists were led by the 18 year-old
Edward, son of the Duke of York, who grew
up at Wigmore and Croft. Edward was
victorious, going on to become King
Edward IV, father of the Princes in the
Tower. The Tudors lost and were routed,
with the remains of their army fleeing
through Aymestry and then west up the
valley to their homelands. The Tudors
went into exile, with the exception of
Owen (Uncle of the future Henry VI), who
was beheaded in Hereford.
Teams of volunteer metal detectorists
worked the land around Little Hereford
Lane (the Roman road along which
Edward’s army marched) and the hills to
the west of the Lugg valley. They also
managed to detect land around Luctonians
but, sadly, were denied access to most of
the land between the A4110 and the river
Lugg. Previous finds were considered and
many interesting objects relating to the
history of our village were turned up by
detectorists.
Unfortunately, however,
nothing was found relating directly to the
battle, although a beautiful 13th century
shield-shaped heraldic horse brass
enamelled with three owls, was a highlight.
Unfortunately, we are no further towards
knowing exactly where the battle was
fought, but we do know where there is no
evidence. This may be because the sites
have been heavily metal detected over the
past decades, with little likelihood that
amateur detectorists would recognise the
importance of finds relating to the battle.
The project concluded that the most likely
site for the battle is to the south of the
bridge at Mortimer’s Cross, between the
Roman road and the river. However,
without a change of mind by the present
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landowner, it will not be possible to
investigate this.
The Mortimer’s Cross Battlefield Project
has offered a fascinating insight into this
early, but important, engagement of the
Wars of the Roses. It is hoped that an
interpretation display will be set up at
Mortimer’s Cross and in the church at
Kingsland. After all, St Michael and All
Angels, Kingsland is connected to the
battle since Edward endowed funds for
Chantry Priests at the church, which were
still active during the reign of Edward VI, a
century later. We can also hope that
anyone locally who has a collection of finds
from this area will allow them to be seen
by the experts. Without an expert eye and
understanding the context, of course, such
finds are worthless. Discussions are
ongoing about how the project can
continue to maintain the memory of the
battle and consider any new information
that comes to light in the future.
Anyone who has finds or information is
welcome to contact me (07976709280).
Chris Fear

Watkins
Floor Sanding
All types of wood
floors sanded and
sealed.

 Dust Free!
Contact: 01597 823517
Or: 07875933606

MARTIN
CADWALLADER
BUILDING AND
LANDSCAPING

 Extensions
 Renovations
 Groundworks
 Hard Landscaping

Tel: 01568 782223
Mob: 07870355734
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Church Services in the Benefice during August
All the services are at 10.30am
Sunday August 7th

Holy Communion at Aymestrey

Sunday August 14th

Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Eardisland

Sunday August 21st

Lammas Communion at Leinthall Earls

Sunday August 28th

‘Songs of Praise’ at Kingsland

The Parish Diary, 2022
(Editor’s note: Events for this item need to be submitted by 15th of preceding month with clear
instructions on the entry – place, time, date & title are essential information. Where more than
one month’s notice is given, items will automatically be repeated unless contrary instructions are
received.)
August
5th
6th
27th
29th

Organ Recital Tim Noon
Kingsland Flower Show
Ice Cream Social
SMAAAK Potato Comp. weigh-in

September
2nd
MacMillan Coffee Morning
rd
3 (Commences) H Art
Kingsland Church
5th
RBL Meeting
November
7th

RBL Annual General Meeting

Church
Coronation Hall
The Old House
The Angel
Corners Inn

7.30 pm
2.00 pm
from 2.30 pm
from 6.00 pm

Corners Inn

10.00 am
Each day 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
7.30 pm

Corners Inn

7.30 pm

News from the Chapels
Peculiarities of Methodism:
Some odd vocabulary:
When a presbyter (minister) retires he is said to ‘sit down’.
A person who leaves the church is marked as ‘ceased to meet’
A lay person who has taken the course and been approved can become a ‘local
preacher’
A person who becomes a member is Confirmed but also offered the ‘Right hand of
fellowship’. This is historical as originally Methodists would already have been
confirmed in the Anglican Church.
‘All we can’ is the name given to the Methodist aid organisation and refers to
Wesley’s sermon on money which is very briefly summarised as ‘Gain all you can,
save all you can, give all you can’.
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Regular activities in the Chapel
Monday evenings and Tuesday mornings: Yoga
Wednesday Morning: Village Art Clubs
Wednesday Afternoon: Writers’ Group (fortnightly)
Wednesday Evening: Bridge
Thursday Morning: Craft Group
Please check, particularly in July and August as holidays may intervene and some
activities may not take place!
Knitting: From 20th September it is proposed that Kingsland Knitters reconvene after Covid.
We will be at the chapel on Tuesday evenings 7 – 9 pm. Tea, coffee and buns will be served
– together with chat and good company!
Services for August:
7th August
14th August
21st August
28th August

Shobdon
Leintwardine
Lingen
Kingsland

All services are at 10.30 am.
anything else.
Lesley Pitchford

Sharon O’Connell
Deacon S Windsor-Hides
Mrs V Thomas
Sharon O;Connell

Lay Pastor
Holy Communion
Lay Pastor

Please contact me on 708992 if you need a lift to services or
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SMAAAK Kingsland Grand Potato
Competition
The Grand Weigh-in will be from 6pm on
August Bank Holiday Monday, 29th, at
The Angel Inn Kingsland. Please bring
your whole grow bag but cut off all Haulm,
and Good Luck!
David Thompson

Kingsland W I
We went to Leintwardine in July for a gettogether and a fish and chip supper. In
August a trip is arranged to the Three
Cocks Garden Centre and then on to Hayon-Wye.
Our next meeting at the
Coronation Hall will be on the 7th
September and our speaker will be Caroline
Wright on Origami and all are welcome to
attend.
Pat Hughes
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Ukrainian refugees: Kingsland
Support Group
Thousands of Ukrainian refugees,
mainly women with their children,
continue to arrive in Europe weekly and
the destruction of their villages and
towns continues. Largely disappearing
from the news, the issues are just as
urgent and horrific. So far there are
four hosts in Kingsland and some of
their refugee guests have arrived.
The Kingsland Ukrainian support group
for hosts and their guests has links to
many other Ukrainian support groups in
the area, all linked to official support
from Hereford Diocese and Citizens UK.
The small Kingsland support group
would welcome anyone who wants to
join us, or hosts and guests who wish
to make contact.

EVENT: We will be hosting a get
together with food in September or
early October for hosts, guests and
supporters at Mike and Jill Devoy’s
house in the village centre. This will
clarify what is needed and what help
we can organise. Watch this space for
details. All welcome
There are many ways we might offer
support, including helping find any
items a guest may need, providing lifts,
companionship or a listening ear,
helping with paperwork, supporting
language learning or helping to sort
problems hosts experience including
providing respite accommodation. Our
links to the wider network makes this
more effective. Thank you to those
who have offered support in various
ways already.
Offering to host in your own home:
There are refugees already waiting to
come to the area and can be found for
you by official organisations who will
oversee the placement.
Contact Lesley Grady 07525 159081
lesleygrady@me.com or Ian Shanks
shankdi@aol.com. You will be given
£350 per month to help cover
additional expenses and refugees will
have access to some funds.
Most refugees are desperate to return
to their homes and menfolk or elderly
parents in Ukraine but need help now.
If you feel able to help in any way
please contact either:
Patricia
Pothecary
07974712169
patricia@pothecary.net or
Mike
Devoy
07876
michael_devoy@outlook.com

Patricia Pothecary

593977
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Oil Boiler, AGA and Rayburn
For service and repair call:

Bill Moss Oil Boiler
Services
of Leominster, your local OFTEC
registered oil engineer.
Replacement Oil Storage tanks supplied and
fitted.
Tel: 01568 611132 (Mob: 07711899062)
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Kingsland
Published

Author

Has

First

Book

Tim Whitbread, a native of the village of
Kingsland, hosted a book launch on the 9th
July at The Corners Inn to promote his new
book WWW QUIZ BOOK. The event was
well attended and a great success, so much
so that he ran out of books to sell!! Not
only is Tim’s book a must for quiz
aficionados it would also make an ideal
Birthday or Christmas present for that
‘difficult to buy for person’ in your life.
Tim was born at Vartry Bungalow in
Kingsland in 1947 where he still resides.
The son of Jane and Rex Whitbread, he is
married to his wife Jos who has had to put
up with him since 1974. His son Nathan
was tragically killed in a motor accident in
2003 aged 28. Tim has dedicated his book
to his son Nathan.
Educated at Lucton School Tim developed
his sporting skills, competing in athletics,
tennis, cricket and rugby. The highlight of
his sporting career was to play in goals for
Hereford United, although he did not
always see eye to eye with their legendary
player-manager, the great John Charles
He worked for fifty years as a consultant in
the plastics packaging industry. Now a bit
long in the tooth to stand between the sticks
he spends time drinking red wine, watching
sport and trying to make a few bob from his
bookmaker and asking all manner of quiz
questions to anyone who comes near. A
lifelong Chelsea supporter he has a great
fondness for Brighton as a holiday
destination. Tim is very proud of his
mother and father, had a wonderful son and
has an extremely talented wife. His one
regret was not meeting his uncle Laurie
who, as a Spitfire pilot, lost his life in the
Battle of Britain.

As a septuagenarian Tim discovered his
need to write. Shying away from
technology he wrote the whole book always
using his trusty Bic biro and was accepted
as an author by the first Publisher he
approached. Tim’s book seeks to entertain,
provide information but foremost to offer a
competitive test of the readers’ skill,
powers of analysis, and overall knowledge
levels - a definitive exploration which will
determine where you sit in the quizzing
spectrum.
The book can be used
individually, with others or in a competitive
setting.
There are 2,000 questions asked in 8000
parts with a maximum available score of
8,000 points with score of above 5,000
defined by the compiler to prove you have
not just been looking at the pictures through
the years! The author utilizes a wide range
of subject for the challenges, especially
delving into the world of sports for which
he has a particular connection and
affection.
Tim’s book is available to purchase on
Amazon, at WH Smith and Waterstones in
addition to many other distributors as the
WWW QUIZ BOOK is being launched by
Austin
Macauley
Publishers
Ltd
worldwide. Price – Hardback £19.99,
Paperback £12.99 and Ebook £3.50. Please
buy this book and you will be providing
sustenance for and pleasure to a grateful old
age pensioner. Tim’s words not mine!
Austin Macauley Publishers Ltd were very
impressed with the WWW QUIZ BOOK.
Tim is now hard at work collating subject
matter for this next book. Watch this
space…….
Sally Wall
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Opinions sought about
energy use for village halls.

improving

Local rural charity, Community First,
and Share Energy Consultants are
carrying out a project aimed at exploring
the issues related to installing car
charging points at village halls in
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. The
project will look at the nuts and bolts of
installing car charging points, solar
panels and batteries at halls, aiming to
make the best use of off -demand power,
renewable energy and supporting electric
community vehicle schemes to help with
rural transport challenges. As part of
the project we are collecting opinions
from individuals in areas around village
halls
in
Herefordshire
and
Worcestershire.
No personal information will be shared
from the surveys or used in any

marketing.
The link to the SHORT
electronic survey is here:
https://forms.gle/ohHRbhn8L1X24JAJ8
The survey will close in mid-September
and the more information and views we
have about this issue the better will be
our advice and support for village halls
when they are considering installing car
charging points.
Richard Timney
Community Buildings Officer at
Community First in Herefordshire and
Worcestershire. Mon until 12.30, Tues
until 5.00, Thurs until 12 noon.
Tel:07598 892613 www.comfirst.org.uk
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